
ANALYSIS OF MIND MANIPULATION
Module: Textbook 015

Submitted to:
Trinity School of Apologetics and Theology

Richard Gagnon
MTh-PhD Program

monrich@sympatico.ca / pauluso1@hotmail.com

June 11, 2008

mailto:monrich@sympatico.ca
mailto:pauluso1@hotmail.com


2

Chapter 1: The race to control minds
Mind-control and manipulation is nothing new. It began when Satan induced his fallen 

angels to follow his wicked path. In fact, to achieve such a feat, it required a great deal of power 
and cleverness. Satan did that successfully.

With that first victory in the Garden of Eden, the door was now wide-open to him to 
attack all the mankind especially in their minds.1

At the same time, the switching of allegiance from God to Satan has assumed alarming 
proportions in the twentieth century as it has always been the case in the past. Unfortunately, 
not only the unregenerate fell in his wiles, but more and more Christians are being ensnared in 
this successful tactic of Satan.2 Satan has received a great deal of help in modern days:
communication and medicine. So far, his inability to be at many places simultaneously was a 
hindrance to the execution of his plans, but with modern mass media communication technology 
it has now become possible for him to influence large masses in spite of his physical 
limitations.3

The subject of mind manipulation has a special interest for those who are in the field of 
apologetics and polemics. This is because today many arguments are won by influencing and 
controlling the minds directly. Of course, the best way to influence others should be through 
reasoning and sorting out the truth. However, while reasoning is useful and necessary, it cannot 
achieve anything good and stable if it stays alone. Hence the need for the apologist to use 
additional tools to display both error and truth.

1 Satan had the full assurance of being able to destroy all men without exception. We must understand it that way 
because, in the fall of Adam alone, all men fell (Rom. 5.12, 15-17; 11.32; 1 Cor. 15.22). Adam acted as our 
representative as Christ is the only one who represents all the elect. This question will be treated in-depth in my 
doctoral thesis which will treat the question of the limited atonement (forthcoming).
2 The main reason of this present situation in the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is twofold. First, a terrible lack of 
knowledge in the Word of God. Second, the incapacity to submit their lives to the authority of Christ, due this lack of 
knowledge of Scriptures, which would be so important to strengthen the discernment.
3 God is the only one to be omnipresent. Omnipresence means to be present everywhere at the same time. It is 
clearly not the case for Satan and his demons.
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A. Mind Control And The Bible
Most Christians have heard only about mind control methods used in Communist 

countries and other similar dictatorships. However, it should not lead us to think that it is only a 
matter of political interest. The truth of the matter is that spiritual connection has to be 
maintained with the political arena. They are tightly intertwined.

A good example of this is found when a father has to choose a school for his child. He 
can either select a high standard school regarding the morality as he can choose a low 
standard. However, the notion of its academic level may influence the decision as well. One 
thing remains true though. If the academic level is put before the morality, though it could be 
good to seek a high level of academic education, the choice will lead inevitably in an open door 
of mind manipulation. Once minds have been captured, and once degenerate passions have 
been instilled, they would begin practicing it all as soon as they gain their independence. It is for 
this reason that one can say that human mind is a definite component in the spiritual life of 
every person. In other words, human mind is such an important factor in spiritual life that mind-
related words are used hundreds of times in the Bible. Here is a sample list of some of these 
words:
Mind/Minds 111 times.
Thought/Thoughts 139 times.
Think/Thinks 82 times.
Heart/Hearts 963 times.

Though we can provide a longer list of such words, it is sufficient to make the proof that 
this notion is that important. Thus, this subject must also be given the importance due to it.

In spite of what has been shown above, one might ask if the spiritual is so linked with the 
mind. Paul, in 2 Cor. 11.3 says, "I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, 
your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ" (NASB). 
Obviously mind has a direct relationship with one's spiritual choices, and this is why Paul is 
greatly concerned about their minds. As a good pastor-teacher, no wonder to see his concern.

The same idea is affirmed in Eph. 4.17-19 which, in NASB says, "This I say therefore, 
and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer as the gentiles also walk, in the futility 
of their mind, being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of 
the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart; And they, having become 
callous, have given themselves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind of impurity with 
greediness.” Thus, this passage also makes it clear that once the minds are controlled or 
influenced, people get into all kinds of impurity with greed.

B. Human Mind And Spirituality
Everyone these days is worried about the coldness and degeneration seen in the spiritual 

world. The problem is that many of them are unable to see the real reason which is the inability 
to guard their own heart.4

We seek the best education, job, housing, and society for us and our children. In and of 
itself it is not bad. But, many of us prefer to watch the best TV programmes, even if we have to 
spend money and get a cable connection.

4 Yet, it is precisely what the Scriptures command us to do (Prov. 4.23): “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it 
flow the springs of life.”
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Most of us also look for the best church for fellowship. However, in all these the criteria are 
not how they feed and conserve our minds but rather how good are these from earthly 
standards.5 Yet in all these things we should give priority to how they contribute to a healthy and 
spiritual mind.

In 1 Peter 3.15, the apostle says that we should "set apart Christ as Lord in our hearts". 
If our obedience has to be shown in our daily life, it has to originate in our mind first. The 
communists have known this because they are reported to have said that if the first few years of
a child are given to them they can ensure that the child would always remain loyal to communist 
ideology. In spite of our disagreement on their way of proceeding, they have nevertheless well 
caught the principle of training very soon in life.

Consequently, all degenerate movements and bizarre cults aim directly at the human minds. 
The rest follows automatically. Paul referred to that reality in 2 Cor. 4.4 when he said, "In whose 
case the god of this world [Satan] has blinded the minds of the unbelieving that they might not 
see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ…”

The whole of Psalms 119 is a description of the Scripture that takes control of the human 
mind to produce a holy life. The same insight is repeated in Proverbs, which also reminds that a 
man's character is dictated by what he is in his mind. "As a man thinks, so he is" (Prov. 23:7).

Much is at stake in this battle for minds. And not a single Christian should be unaware of it.
Christian apologists have much more to worry in this realm because many times its subtle 
tactics defy common rules of logic and reason.6 So, it becomes useful to an apologist to be 
aware of this kind of struggles that exists in the mind of so many deceived people. And knowing 
that more accurately, he will become a better defender of the faith.

5 Let me give you some examples in North America as the requirements of many families seeking for a church. The 
questions may be the following ones:
a. Is there a good service of day-nursery for our children?
b. Is there a beautiful room for the babies?
c. Are there good programs for our young people?
d. Is there a good and contemporary band on the stage to give us of the good music?
e. Is there a service of professional counselling for the sufferer?
f. Is there enough parking for our cars?
g. Is there a group of women for their meetings?

As you can see, the main question does not revolve around the teaching and doctrine of the church. Nowadays, 
teaching and preaching are the last concerns on the list. It is not like that everywhere, but too much present in the 
majority of our churches.

6 In that, we see a powerful tool in the hand of our foe.
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Chapter 2: Human mind: A Diagrammatic Approach
A human can act in different ways: through thoughts, words, and deeds. The possible range 

of these actions is almost infinite, ranging from the holy to the unholy, mature to immature, wise 
to stupid, and from the proper to the improper. From a biblical viewpoint all these possible 
actions can be divided into: essential actions, desirable actions, tolerable actions, and forbidden 
actions. Diagrammatically these can be represented as shown below:7

All Possible Actions
Forbidden Actions
Tolerable Actions
Desirable Actions
Essential Actions
Desirable Actions
Tolerable Actions
Forbidden Actions

Now, if we take the time to separate all these actions from each other, we get at least 
four different categories of human actions.
Essential Actions: We mean by them usual or normal action that have to be present in the 
normal Christian (love for God, honesty, good works, etc). It is requested from all believers.
Desirable Actions: The next larger group would be made up of desirable actions. Though 
these actions have to be performed out of love, they are necessary for the believer who wants 
to grow more in his relationship with God.
Tolerable Actions: Here we are in a category of actions that should be avoided with spiritual 
growth, but for a time, we must find them in the life of the immature Christian. We must say, in 
passing, that we are not talking about actions which are sinful in and of themselves, but the 
maturity is often the only tool whereby these actions will be left behind down the road.
Forbidden Actions: Here, we are in the center of the moral will of God. Sin is not permitted 
even though we commit them too much. They are directly linked to the reveal will of God that we 
find in the Bible. In other words, the point is to see that sin should become the worse enemy of 
the child of God.

A. The Barriers
The Bible says that we are like our thoughts.8 The way this system of thoughts is done is 

through the process of what we have learned through the years and what we have arrived at 
down the road.

Parents are the first to tell children about these things. A child to whom a “NO” is said by his 
parent sees, as it were, in his mind, an invisible barrier erected before him.

7 Here, I have used the diagram proposed in the textbook since it shows the principle very clearly.
8 Prov. 23.7 : “For as he thinketh within himself, so is he:…” (ASV).
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For example, the ultimate source of these barriers is God himself, who asked man to abstain 
voluntarily from eating the forbidden fruit.9 The Bible should always been seen as the ground on 
which all these barriers (because there are still many others) take their source.

Repetition is a keyword here. God-fearing parents have to be consistent with what they 
communicate to their children. Many decisions have to be made and the parental support and 
guideline is necessary (Prov. 22.7).10 This includes rejecting what is evil and sinful. With long-
term repetition, the boundaries become clear and strong.

Now, let us look at certain properties of these barriers. Here they are:
INVISIBLE NATURE: First, these barriers are totally invisible. For this reason it is quite a bit 
difficult to understand them. Consequently one has to follow elaborate (but simple) methods to 
create and sustain them. However, we must be sure that these invisible barriers are very visible 
to the unseen world so that they will be attacked all the time.
NON MATERIAL NATURE: Second, these barriers are completely non-material. Thus our five 
senses are not able to appreciate them fully. No wonder here that the enemy has a great 
advantage in this field.
PERISHABLE NATURE: Third, these barriers can be altered and even destroyed. It is then very 
easy to fall into the trap. In fact, there is no way to immunize us completely from this.
FORMATION NOT AUTOMATIC: Fourth, these barriers are not formed automatically. Rather, the 
fallen human nature can at best only resist them. Therefore, every person has to take initiative 
to make sure that these barriers really exist in his mind.
VOLITIONAL NATURE: Fifth, every person has a personal choice to make. The prevention of it 
all cannot be assured by any outside source. Though many other people surrounding us may be 
of good help, they cannot be the determinative factor. Having said this, there is thus no absolute 
power to prevent them.

Though God would be powerful enough to force us to do things (or not to do others), it 
remains that we have our will.11 Man is a free agent, even if within certain boundaries. We 
cannot deny his freedom nor do we can deny the sovereignty of God over all the actions of men. 
This is a very deep and profound concept taught in the Bible.

In essence, the invisible and non material barriers have to be made in the heart of each man 
with the help that God provided around him/her.12 The three enemies of the believer (the world, 
the flesh, and the devil) would try to either shift or to totally destroy these barriers. Since the 
boundaries are invisible, they can do their work with great efficiency. Since only external factors 
are there as indicators of whether the barrier is being attacked, a believer should carefully weigh 
the ultimate impact of all his choices upon these barriers.

9 Gen. 2.17.
10 By the way, many Christians think that this verse is a promise. This is not true. It is a spiritual principle that we have 
to follow if we want them (children) to walk in the holy paths. In fact, what it really says is this. “Do you want your child 
to walk according to the principles of Scriptures? Therefore, show him/her first what it says so that you may equip 
him/her to know the truth.” We must read it that way, because Proverbs is not a book of promises, but a book of God-
like wisdom.
11 Freewill has not to be understood as it is often used in the doctrine of salvation. I will treat more of it in my PhD 
dissertation (forthcoming).
12 The best helps being the Scriptures and the family.
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B. Thought Life And The Barriers
Human mind is the seat of his inner life. Therefore, this is precisely there that all is playing. 

This is also the reason why the Bible talks so much about the thoughts of men. Holy thoughts 
lead to purity whereas unholy thoughts lead to sin. And it cannot be another way.

The Scripture reminds believers not to desire the company of the evil (Ps. 1.1-2), and not to 
listen to their suggestions because this deeply influences one's thought life. Jesus talked about 
it abundantly. As a good example he sees it up to the point that the adultery in the heart was 
seen as an equivalent to commit it literally (Mat. 5.28).

It is because of its invisibility and its non “materiality” that the fight is so hard to maintain. In 
other words, man is never at rest.13 Thus, the human thoughts can be touched and influenced 
through the manipulation of human senses. The world knows this, and uses many techniques to 
craftily reach the mind and control it.

C. Mind Control For Opposing The Christian Faith
Satan and his hosts have been attacking mankind for last six thousand years.14 They have 

been very efficient in that battle. On the other hand, the attacks against the Bible and the 
Christian faith came from sinful men.

All the wars on earth have developed more and more sophisticated ways of operation
through the years. If it was a kind of “face to face” setting in the old times, it is through efficient 
strategies that they are upheld today. Likewise, the spiritual conflict has been very refined 
through the years and Satan is a master-mind in it. Hence, mind-control methods play an 
important role in this war against Christianity.

The rationalists, atheists, theological radicals, humanists, new-agers, cultists, heretics, and 
the destroyers of Biblical morality, all use these sophisticated techniques. This indirect war gives 
them great advantage and Christians are not always able to detect them quickly and easily. The 
present-day tolerance of heretical writers, the tolerance of anti-family movements, prevalence of 
abortion, divorces, premarital and postmarital impurity, and the general scepticism about Biblical 
values can also be attributed to the subtle mind-control methods used by proponents of these 
movements.

With the above things in mind we can now look more specifically into the ways in which the 
world tries to control human minds. Apart from a good understanding of what was previously 
said, the Christian community is in a great danger of being very ill-treated not to say defeated.

13 It is important to understand that unbelievers as well as believers have to fight against it. The point is that there are 
only the regenerates that are aware of this spiritual fight.
14 The date of the creation of man is much debated among Christians depending on how one reads the account of 
Genesis. I am among those believing that man would have about 6,000 years as mentioned in the textbook.
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Chapter 3: Principles Of Mind Control -- 1
Human behaviour depends on two things: the boundaries and the commitment to keep 

them.

Principles Used In Manipulating Barriers
Here are the six basic principles that can be used to manipulate.
1-Blinding.
2-Imprinting.
3-Desensitization.
4-Expansion.
5-Fear Creation.
6-Value Shifting.

Although many tricks could be used to manipulate others, at the end of the day they are 
well summarized in the previous six ones. The moment we understand well these principles it 
becomes much easier to detect those willing to use them against us.

Now, let us look at them in summary.
1. Manipulating By Blinding:

Different elements are of good help when they are under the authority of truth. For this 
reason any person who loves the truth will be able to equip others willing to walk according 
to these principles of truth. It is simple logic. On the other hand, it is the same thing for those 
willing to reject the strong and balanced parameters of truth, which could prevent many falls 
in their lives and other’s.

The best way to draw good conclusions is to look at things objectively. However, let us 
admit that it is not always as easy as it seems to be on the surface. The reverse is true as 
well. Those looking at things subjectively are very subject to draw false conclusions on 
many things and their way of thinking is thus seriously blinded.

The way in which David dealt with Absalom is a good example. Absalom indulged in 
many rebellious and disobedient practices. The Old Testament Law prescribed the actions 
that the father has to take in such situations. Further, David being the king, it was his 
responsibility to keep his son in control lest it creates civil unrest in his kingdom. Yet we see 
that due to his excess emotional attachment to Absalom he became blind to all these 
consequences and repeatedly sheltered Absalom. What a sad thing!

Finally he became so biased towards his son that in a war David asked his people not to 
hurt Absalom. This was contrary to the principle of just warfare, where one enemy's life is 
not to be esteemed over the other's. Then, finally, when Absalom was killed, David mourned 
for him so openly that everyone became depressed (2 Sam. 18 and 19). The day of joy 
turned into a day of mourning. Finally, Joab had to come and even warn the king to forsake 
his improper behaviour. All of this was because of his bias towards his son, and David 
became blind to the boundaries to be observed by a king of Israel.

This is but one example among many. But our world is good at being blinded through the 
plethora of advertisements in its different media.
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In our generation several false-teachings have used one-sided reports and even white 
lies to propagate themselves. The Prajapati/Christ claim is one of them. A lot of Sanskrit 
quotations advanced by these people are outright fraud, but people blindly believe. The 
Occult-based healing system like Pranic Healing is another example. These systems often 
talk about seeing an aura around the human body with the help of Kirilian photography. This 
is an outright lie because none has so far seen a human aura with the help of Kirilian 
photography.Yet, when this falsehood is repeated, people become blind to the truth. Now, 
what about those who bought the lie of abortion? They try all the time to make sure that 
people will believe the fact that an embryo is not really a person. Doing this with a great 
success, no wonder why abortion is being legalized in more and more countries today.

When Israelites demanded Aaron to make an idol, and when Aaron made it, all of them 
knew that it was not God. Yet they were blinded. When Samson continued his involvement 
with Delilah, and when he finally revealed his secret to her, knowing the truth he was still 
ignoring it. He was playing with fire due to his emotion-induced blindness. When David got 
involved with Bathsheba, he knew that it was sin. That is why he tried to pass the blame to 
Uriah. The whole story shows that he knew the truth, yet at the same time he was blinded by 
his own sin. The same is the case with Solomon who, contrary to the commands in the Law, 
multiplied wives unto himself. His emotions had totally blinded him when he offered incense 
to idols.

The moment the boundaries are smashed down by a lack of wisdom and obedience, the 
worse may happen.

2. Manipulation By Imprinting:
The boundaries in our mind separate the right from the wrong. The moment a certain 

thought is brought to our mind as being true and right, the immediate reaction is to take it as 
a truth. And the best way to achieve that goal is through repetition. When the same idea or 
practice is repeated again and again to a person or social group, sooner or later it becomes 
stamped upon their minds as something right. For instance, abortion and all other sins that 
are considered so inoffensive today are the result of such a tactic of repetition in the minds 
of men. The more we hear something propagated as the truth, in the long run the minds 
arrive at the conclusion that it must be true, even if it is done through a hard time of 
struggles to arrive at such a conclusion. Time and perseverance become two good allied 
ingredients.

On the other hand, the message of truth, when repeated again and again may produce 
the same result. This time it is for the benefit of the hearers. Here are some other ways to 
imprint messages: Shock, Fantasy-creation, Emotional manipulation, etc.

The maximum speed with which a person thinks is not more than 250 words per minute. 
However, when a person indulges in sexual fantasy, his mind races at the speed of 1800 
words per minute. Thus a few minutes of sexual fantasy per day is equivalent of hours of 
vulgar reading per day. Ideas have consequence, and such extended exposure to lust 
leaves a lasting impact upon the mind. This is why, in Matt. 5.28, our Lord placed mental 
lust on the level of physical defilement. Fantasy eventually motivates the person to act. In 
Genesis 39 we notice that the invitation from Potiphar's wife was not a sudden development. 
She had been watching and fantasizing about Joseph for quite some time. Eventually it 
broke down her boundaries of right and wrong. The same is the case of Amnon and Tamar 
found in 2 Samuel 13, where Amnon indulged for a prolonged period in fantasy. Thus 
eventually his mind was so impressed with lust that he did not listen to Tamar who asked 
him to wait and get her as his married wife. His mind was no longer able to think properly.
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3. Manipulation Through Desensitization:
God-fearing people are quite sensitive to good as well as evil. They rejoice on seeing 

good, while they sorrow on witnessing evil. Such a person recoils with horror and dismay 
when he is invited to be part of an evil activity. He is just not willing to step out of the 
boundaries. This is why children brought up in God-fearing families generally shiver at the 
thought of stealing, drinking, cursing, using profanity, or indulgence in vulgarity.15

The secret of desensitization is continuous exposure in SMALL doses. Satan is a 
champion at this. So, cadaver-eating by medical students, drinking foetus-soups by medical 
doctors, eating corpses by Tantriks, thanatophilia by undertakers, and indulgence Sado-
Masochism and bestiality by educated people are different way of wildness.

15 I realize that, though I was not a Christian, as a child, God protected me from many sins in my youth as I see that it 
was the same case with me, being a fearful person at that time. I thank God for having been so “fearful”, even if it 
was worth me, several times, to be treated as a fool by others. God knew what he was doing.
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Chapter 4: Principles Of Mind Control -- 2
Here are the other principles used by the world to manipulate people:
4. Manipulation Through Expansion:

Man, left to himself is boundless. He desires often what is forbidden by the Word of God. 
So, the more he knows what God requires of him, through his holy laws and commands, the 
more he will be better equipped to take up the challenge.

It is not because a Christian has many years of experience that his temptations to be out 
of track are automatically mastered. Still worse, he can become a good tool in the hands of 
Satan to promote such a thing as manipulation through different efficient ways. Most of the 
time, they will not be detected quickly, since we trust him as a Christian. But if he did not 
take care of the will of God in his life he may be as wicked as anybody else trying to control 
others under his influence.16 As an authority, a man (or a woman) can expand the needs of 
other up to the point of telling them that they should do this or that. Without a good and 
strong discerning spirit, damages might be very disastrous in the lives of these poor people.

Many ways are used to manipulate. Fantasies, desire-creation, lust-creation, etc.
The Word of God reminds that believers should seek the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness first, and then all things shall be added unto a believer (Matt. 6:33). 
Fantasies, desire-creation, and lust-creation motivate the believer to reverse the order found 
in this verse. And the price to pay, when it is done, is very high.17

5. Manipulation Through Fear-Creation:
To live the Christian life appropriately we must have a mind that thinks and ponder on 

the Word of God’s requirements. As a matter of fact, a Christian is always living in a 
battlefield. The moment he stops to think, because of some fear, he might be totally 
paralyzed.

As a good illustration of it, let us take the case of a thief in his robbery. He will use what 
we call the technique of the surprise so that he can rob in all tranquility of mind.18 But if he is 
surprised, the simple fact that he is armed with a knife or some other weapon it will likely 
produce a sense of fear in the minds of his victims. Immediately, the robber will understand 
that his job must be finished quickly, taking his loot and flee as fast as he can.

However, if the previous example may be true for foreign people, it is not the case in 
what we call peer pressure. The point is that the fears are continually before the victims 
since they have to see each other on a regular basis such as in school, office, family, etc.

We have a good biblical example of this when Peter avoided eating with Gentiles 
because of fear on the arrival of certain Jewish believers from Jerusalem. In this case, the 
peers were the Jews. Thus, fear is a paralyzing force, and it can effectively force many 
people to cross boundaries.

16 I would say that it is particularly a great danger for those who are in authority in the church.
17 Paul said in Gal. 4.6: “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.”
18 It is not to say that when he robs he is quiet in his mind and conscience. What I mean is that he can at least be 
quiet regarding the presence of his victims.
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Another technique used to create fear is the pressure of the society in which we live. It 
is, most of the time, contrary to the will of God. The society has not its equal to force people 
to dress in a certain way, to eat certain foods, to look certain videos, to listen to a certain 
type of music. And the list goes on and on.19

6. Manipulation Through Value Shifting:
A shift in the mental and moral barriers changes the values, and a shift in the values 

changes the barriers. This is a two-way effect, thus extreme care is needed to counter the 
effects of shifts.

Christians with high values might fall in this terrible trap. Consider, for example, the 
treatment given to widows, orphans, destitute, infirm, handicapped, weak, and unborn 
people. If these good christ-like values are not respected by others and if they are constantly 
challenged by the world surrounding them, no wonder that these poor people will have to 
undergo a change in the way they will be treated, even by Christians. The child of God has 
to stand very firm to what they know to be the truth. But there is a high cost to be paid.

We see exactly the same thing when doubts are created about the historicity, accuracy, 
and reliability of Scriptures. The same tactic is used for creating doubts about the authority 
of parents, church, faith, and even the moral values common among middle-class people.

19 I would go up to the point of saying that since women are widely seen in posts of direction in secular companies 
and even in the sphere of the government, the immediate link that is done in the minds of many Christians is to allow 
them in the direction of the local church, as elders and even pastors. It is a very wide-spread reality in North 
American churches and it is just the beginning.
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A Critical analysis of this textbook

The very title of this textbook was very appropriate: Analysis of Mind Manipulation. I say 
it that way because the only thing we can do is to analyze it. We cannot stop it. The moment we 
understand the main principles we become already more equipped to “face the music”.20 It is 
effectively a race. The world is following a totally a free-for-all agenda. It is to whom would not 
control better others.

The textbook is very well written and adequately divided in its different chapters. 
Obviously, the author has taken a great deal of time to think about what he wrote and how to 
present it to the student. What I find very special every time is the way with which he presents 
its different topics. What I mean is this. Many readers have a lot of difficulties to follows the flow 
of an author. But in this textbook, as in the others, this flow follows a very logical approach so 
that the reader/student may quite easily understand the issue at stake.

Considering the world we are living in, the subject of mind manipulation is very useful to 
the one willing to do apologetics. By its very definition, apologetics has a defensive role. It is to 
defend the faith which is imparted to us by the God of Jesus Christ. The moment we want to 
defend the faith we are facing peoples who are under different pressures or mind manipulation. 
This is exactly what the Lord Jesus said when he described the 4 different soils in the parable of 
Mt. 13. The first soil represents a man who is under the influence of the Devil so that the words 
of the Lord are not able to penetrate deep down inside his heart.21 The second soil is compared 
to a rock surface. The words are not able to penetrate either due to the influence of its hard 
properties. The third soil represents a man under the influence of the wealth and pleasures of 
this world. Again, no opportunity to penetrate. And the last soil, which is the only good one, is 
under the influence of the Spirit of God. The conclusion we should draw is this. It is not influence 
or manipulation as such that is bad, the problem is the origin of this influence. If it is from the 
Devil, the flesh, or the world it is totally normal to see disasters in the lives of so many people 
and the author of the textbook gives us many ways to analyze this reality.

In fact, the way the book presents its subject is another way of saying that the Word of 
God is the only good and reliable guide to help us avoiding such attacks from the enemy.

I have particularly appreciated the different mental barriers by which a man can be 
manipulated. Blinding, imprinting, desensitization, expansion, fear-creation and value shifting 
are good ways to identify how sin works in the lives of men and women. The simplicity of 
presentation is another good point of this textbook. The author understands well that it is not 
necessary to be too much complicated when he wanted to communicate his knowledge of the 
subject. The texts are concise and very striking. The main goal is still kept before his eyes and 
the reader is very helped in his study.

As usual, the topic should have had more biblical support; though that this time it was 
much better than certain previous textbooks. The Word of God being our ultimate guide, it is 
never a disadvantage to have it when we treat all the topics of life.

20 In French language, to “face the music” means to face the challenge.
21 We must say that the “non-penetration” of the word is not due to a lack of power in God’s hand. The Bible is clear 
that the will of man is constantly in rebellion against God and thus making him unable to understand His will apart 
from the help of the Holy Spirit.
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Personal comments on this textbook:

I must say that I have learned much more in this textbook than in many readings or 
messages given on the subject. Definitely, this material will be of good help in my teaching 
ministry.


