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Chapter 1: Propaganda as a tool against rational thinking and the 
Christian faith

Christianity is the object of hatred throughout the world. To express that hatred, 
propaganda plays a big two-fold role. We thus use a cunning approach to begin such attacks 
against the Christian faith. And it is only engendering a vicious circle, which, in his turn, creates 
new propagandas.

Mere wishful thinking will never help the situation. The vicious circle can be broken only 
if a significant number of persons in such a generation understand the role and methods of 
propaganda.

We could define “Propaganda” as being the art and act of spreading information to a 
large number of people, whether it might be true or false. Our interest here is in the false variety 
of it.

Moreover, in this text, we will be using the words “propaganda” and “advertisement”
interchangeably. It is very important to keep this in mind as we go through the study. Also, we 
will be using "attack against the Bible" and "attack against the Christian faith" interchangeably. 
As a matter of fact, these automatically lead to the other.

A. Types of propaganda
All propaganda can be classified into two groups: “spontaneous” and “contrived”. Here, a 

bit of explanation is in order. The spontaneous variety is found everywhere to claim their 
achievements and successes. They do not have to combine it with a speech to propagate 
their message. Information to others is very easy to propagate. As examples of it, we could 
mention a graduation, a won lottery-prize, a special honour. In as much as there is no 
excess, this kind of distribution contains no danger in itself.

On the other hand, contrived propaganda is carefully planned and executed. Again, 
there are two types: “informative” and “manipulative”. To achieve their goals, people 
operating that way would like to add some elements of persuasion to convince others.

Manipulative propaganda, on the other hand, uses a special way to control other people 
exposed to their propaganda. We see all these things in the realm of marketing.

The classified advertisements seen in newspapers are an example of educative 
propaganda. Usually their aim is to inform people about products, services, sales, and 
educational opportunities. Larger ads dealing with traffic, home safety, energy conservation, 
etc., also can be considered as educational/informational propaganda.

On the other hand, many advertisements are only displayed to make people feel 
obligated to get their products. The same techniques are used by political parties, lobbying 
groups, exotic cults and different strange movements. It is like a kind of “gimmick”.

One should see the above sayings as being an objective guideline.
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B. Manipulative propaganda
Those dealing with these kinds of propaganda are very clever and they know exactly 

what to use because they learned through experiences what is proven and what is not. All 
depends on the underlying goal behind their agenda. While a dozen of categories might be 
given, we will concentrate ourselves on eight of them. They will be sufficiently convincing.

Oftentimes we seem not to be amazed at them, but as we study them more closely we 
become more aware of the danger behind them and some can even become almost 
alarmed. In fact, such techniques are so efficient that entire nations have been caught in the 
trap of propaganda. We will read about the major techniques in the next chapter and how 
they have been efficient as long as in the realm of the Christian faith.

Chapter 2: An introduction to their techniques
A plethora of methods are used to propagate ideas and control people, but ultimately all 

of them can be classified roughly into eight overlapping categories. "Roughly" because it is 
difficult in humanities to classify subjects in a water-tight manner, and "overlapping" because in 
real-life setup more than one category tends to be used at the same time, producing some form 
or other of overlap.

1. Fear of bad name (Insecurity, Fear)
Everyone is afraid for his name. This feeling is reflected like this: "Even the worst evil is 

better than a bad name".1

The best way to produce such an impact is to use words that produce fear, hate or 
disapproval.

Here are some of the words frequently used for this trick: “backward”, “outdated”, 
“obscurantist”, “reactionary”, “uneducated”, “primitive”, “narrow-minded”, and “raw”. And the 
list goes on and on. Obviously, nobody likes to be labelled that way.

Even moral standards would have been attacked efficiently, according to some reports in 
different journals. For example a survey would have been made in two American universities 
trying to demonstrate that, when the students say they have extra-marital sexual relations 
on the basis of a simple decision coming from their part, the opposite would be true.2

In fact, almost two thirds of the boys and girls who had such relations said that they did 
not enter it out of choice. Rather, they said they did it because of their fear. Otherwise, they 
would have been considered either “abnormal”, “incompetent”, or “narrow minded”.3 Since 
they needed social approval, they tried to avoid getting bad names by violating their 
conscience. Thus, we see crystal clear how powerful this technique is.

1 This is an oriental saying.
2 Unfortunately, North American people are good and often winners in that kind of “championships” around the world.
3 The truth of the matter is that even this survey would give the same result in what we call Christian groups in USA.
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The same techniques are used to induce young men for smoking and young women to 
get involved in loose living.

Therefore, the fear of bad name is a very powerful technique, and the society has been 
employing it successfully to attack every good thing including the Christian faith.

2. Appeal of good name (Security, Allurement)
It is the exact opposite of the previous one. Everyone desires to get a good name, 

honour, respect, fame and status.
With the help of pleasant sounding words, people are willing to be associated with such 

good names that prove to themselves that they are worthy. When the desire to get this is not 
fulfilled many of them fall into deep depression and discouragement.

The person under the influence of the good-name propaganda is convinced that by 
identifying himself with that person, product, or movement, he will get the benefit of the good 
name. The problem is that, many times, they have to compromise what the Christian faith 
requires to have a good name before the Lord. In fact, many testimonies have been spoiled 
because of it.

Some of the words used to create a good appeal include: “progressive”, “broad-
minded”,4 “cultured”, “scholarly”, “sophisticated”, etc. The word "liberal" used for certain 
Christians also comes in that category. This is a nice sounding word because a liberal is a 
person who tolerates and accommodates everyone.5 Obviously this is a propaganda trick 
because these so called liberals are actually "radicals" who do not tolerate or accommodate 
any other viewpoint. Is it not curious to see the tolerant being the most of intolerant 
ones of all?

It is also a good way to cover sin. For example immorality is now termed as "sexual 
activity" and an immoral person is therefore just "sexually active". Bribe is now described 
pleasantly as “tip”, “fees”, or even “service-charge”. Neglect of duty is called a 
"shortcoming". Adultery has become "sexual involvement". Sin has become a "weakness", 
and lust has become just an "attraction".6

4 Often referred to as “open-minded” without discerning the real sense of this expression which could be useful and 
legitimate in many occasions.
5 The problem is that if the theology and understanding of the Word is not sound, this person knows, in reality, 
nothing as Paul said in 1 Cor. 8.2 and 1 Tim. 6.4.
6 I remember well even one of my professors of systematic theology who called sin “an error”. However, after a 
while of talking with him, he recognized that this word was not very appropriate for theological discussions. It is true 
that the use of this word (error) was in the context of counselling, where many Christians fall in the trap of bypassing 
the real theological nomenclature not to discourage people who are suffering. But I remain convinced that sin is sin, 
not just “an error”. Otherwise, we are no longer to see the necessity of repentance.
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3. Appeal to human authority (Transfer)
In this technique, the propagandist induces people to transfer their respect, admiration, 

reverence, or faith from a person to something (claimed to be) related to that person. It is 
common to see sports and cinema stars endorsing a particular commercial product. Masses 
that hold these persons in respect transfer the same respect and awe to the product 
endorsed by them. The same technique is used to attack Christianity also. It is a very 
powerful technique here in the West.

For example, scholars or specialists of this or that would often become the ultimate 
criteria to recognize if a thing or an interpretation is the correct one. We see that in different 
doctrinal debates.7 The resistance of people is often broken when stars or super athletes are 
behind one product and/or a philosophy of life. Yet, the Bible teaches the exact opposite (1
Cor. 8.9-13).

4. Appeal to persuasion by individuals (Testimonials)
This method is similar to the technique mentioned in the previous point, but with notable 

differences. In the previous method, the respect towards a person of fame is transferred to a 
product, belief, or movement. That is why it was called "Transfer" or appeals to human 
authority.

In the present technique, however, appeal is made to testimonials of people from all 
walks of life -- people with whom everyone among the masses can identify. We find it all the 
time in television or other media featuring different people sharing their testimonies to 
promote a product and, of course, according to that method, the results are always 
astonishing.

5. Appeal to tricky implications (Half Truths & White Lies)
In this technique, true and authentic statements are coupled with false ones. Average 

people being witnesses of this technique do not seem to realize that the publicized 
implication does not usually follow from the original statement.

For example, those who would like to portray the Bible as an error-prone book use this 
technique with great success. They start with the authentic and innocent-sounding 
statement that "the main purpose of the Bible is to illuminate and guide men in matters of 
spiritual truth". None could disagree with that! Shortly after, they will insert the notion of 
science as an element of proof. But, this time, all may become confused.

As it is the case, this has been a well-tried and standard tool not only in the hands of 
radicals but also in the hands of deviant evangelicals. According to this method, all means 
are tolerated to achieve the wrong goal. The end justifies the means.

But this tricky way of talking about the Bible is very perverted. Tricky implications can be 
used in many ways to deceive God's children. About the Bible it has been used in two ways. 
One, to undermine its reliability as mentioned above, second, this trick has been used to 
imply that certain passages in it contain endorsement for error, cruelty, evil, or immorality.

7 I like to use the following example: The expiation of our sins should not be seen as being general, but limited (or 
particular) because Calvinism is against the general concept and promoted rather the limited one. Though I am of the
position of limited atonement (particular redemption), I nonetheless maintain that it is not through Calvinism that one
should defend this point of doctrine, but rather through biblical texts only. When challenged, many Christians refuge 
themselves in their theologies rather than in the biblical texts, correctly interpreted, according to the sound rules of 
hermeneutics and exegesis. I will treat the question of limited atonement in my PhD thesis (forthcoming).
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6. The bandwagon/mob-mentality trick (Everybody's Doing It)
Here, the trick is to direct people toward everyone else who is seduced by the product. It 

is a kind of “if the crowd approves it, what is bad, then? You only have to join the rank.”
Here in America, we say that people are like innocent sheep; they just follow others 

without discernment. It just puts an important element of personality: the fear to be different 
than the mass.

The band-wagon technique is used to induce people into buying things they do not need, 
talking things that are not appropriate, and doing things that are questionable. The same 
technique is being used successfully to attack Christian morality and ethics.8

After all, say others: “If people do it, why not we?”

7. Card-stacking (Outright Deception)
Card-stacking is such a powerful method for propagating error that even a person 

familiar with the methods of propaganda can be tricked a good number of times. It is a very 
easy-falling trap. In fact, the Devil likes that method precisely because it is a kind of mass 
destructive tool within his mad hands.

The person who wants to lure a Christian into drinking, using drugs, gambling, or any 
other kinds of questionable activity will usually reveal only one aspect of the game. The 
promised “would-be” joy is only momentarily and the full consequence of it all is terrifying. It 
is for this very reason that we can see crystal clear a snare of the Devil in that.

Almost all statistics that tell you that people in this country now condone immorality, 
crime, euthanasia, and other vices, are false. Most people do not favour such things. Rather 
they invite people of their own inclination to respond to the survey. The few thousand 
perverts who respond are then considered to represent the whole country, and the statistics 
is imposed upon the whole nation. What a good way to deceive people! Consider a survey 
conducted by a pornographic magazine among its readers. If eighty percent of the people 
who respond say that they regularly indulge in extra-marital sex, they immediately claim, "a 
recent survey has shown that eighty percent of all married men in our country indulge in 
extra-marital sex". This is card stacking. It is the product of lie and nothing else, period.

The survey only shows that eighty percent of the respondents among this pornographic 
magazine indulge in extra-marital sex. This is rather the truth!

So, we have to be very careful to read the next survey and will have all the advantages 
to read it through the lens of card stacking.

8 If you have a good reading of the behaviours of different societies and Christian alike, you will quickly notice that the 
morality among Christian circles have very much decreased through the years. The problem is sometimes attributed 
to the fact that modern researches have discovered more details in history and the textual criticism up to the point of 
reinterpreting things in a different way. There might be a certain measure of truth in that. But, if we want to be frank, 
most of the time, the changes we witness are the pure product of pressure exercised on modern men and women. 
And without any discernment, people adopt new ways of seeing things and fall into the same trap as “Mr. and Miss 
everybody”.
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8. Titillation and teasing (Fantasy Manipulation)
This method has been well-tried for decades in many developed nations, and it traps 

people quite successfully. The spread of international TV through dish antenna and cables 
has now taken it even to the remotest countries where it is reaping a plentiful harvest.

Everyone has a fantasy-creating mind. Some of these fantasies relate to the man-
woman relationship because humans have been created as sexual beings. Sex within God-
ordained boundaries is not only proper, but also quite satisfying, thrilling, and even 
necessary for stability, to the exception of those people with the spiritual gift of celibacy. 
However, sexuality is very easy to manipulate. This is the point here when we talk about 
titillation and teasing.

Further, of all the emotions that people have, sexual feelings produce the greatest 
impact upon the body and the spirit. Sexual emotions are explosive. People loose common 
sense and the theme of sexual gratification dominate their thinking till they find some sort of 
relief. This is why fantasy is a powerful tool in the hands of the subtle propagandist.9

For example, we just see a commercial on TV featuring a kind of automobile and we see 
immediately a nice and beautiful woman half-naked on the seat or by the car. I always say 
to my congregation that probably people think that buying this car, the woman will be in the 
package. It is totally ridiculous.

Fantasy is a powerful propaganda tool. It not only captures the attention, but also 
motivates people to lust and dirty their minds.

Summary
The eight techniques above look very simple, deceptively simple in fact. However, the 

result that they produce is so interesting and lucrative to these propagandists that we will not be 
able to stop them. In fact, even among Christians the result is more and more the same. What a 
tragedy! May the God of the Bible protect us all and our congregations.

So, it is not an option to be acquainted with these techniques, but much more profitable 
to know them.

9 Here in Canada, we have what we call “humoristic shows” – commonly called “stand-up comics”. There is not a 
single show in which sex is not alluded. I would like to say otherwise, but the opposite is true. In the 70’s it was good, 
funny and refreshing to look at these shows because true jokes were the trademarks of this artists. And all their jokes 
were sane. But now, it is totally impossible to expect a good time before our TV set to look at them if we are not 
programmed beforehand to hear this and that in regard to sex. It is like that ALL THE TIME. Because of that, many 
Christians like my wife and I, stopped to look at them. Unfortunately, many Christians remain faithful to their TV set to 
look at them. We see literally the impact of this in their faith and family well-being.
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Chapter 3: Combinations of their techniques
The simple techniques mentioned in the previous chapter can be combined with each 

other and also with some other methods to result in things highly harmful for the recipient. It 
would be good to look at some of them.
A. Propaganda combined with mind manipulation (seduction) techniques

Our mind is the ultimate source of all our behaviour. Hence, the word "mind" will here be 
used to represent the center of human thinking.

We must understand one thing. The mind is a complex entity that is inseparably linked 
with human soul and spirit.

This means that if someone is able to make a breakthrough in the minds of people, a 
good part of his game is achieved.

The secular world, being very clever, understood long time ago that the mind had to be 
controlled to make of it a slave of all things. Many of these techniques are subtle. One of these 
is mind-alteration by repeated exposure. The other is emotional manipulation by bypassing 
reason.

1. Mind manipulation by repeated exposure to propaganda
The human mind is strongly equipped to resist or hesitate when it is forced to do things 

that it cannot do by itself.
Many things can stop or slow down the process of being in a good shape, spiritually 

speaking. For example, alcohol and drugs are good tools to achieve that task. Thus, the 
capacity to resist and to repulse bad things can be thwarted to a certain level.

In order to defeat the built-in mental resistance to wrong activities is through repeated 
exposure. Here are some mechanisms which are common to explain the phenomenon. It 
works like a chain.

First exposure > Shock and recoil; Repeated exposure > Reduction of shock 
> Permitting further exposure > Desensitization > Complete elimination of shock > 
Tolerance (because shock is gone) > Condoning > Endorsing > Desiring > Longing > 
Doing it.

Now, once the first two or three steps are taken, the rest of the process automatically 
takes place. The sinful nature gets an opportunity to raise its ugly head, and once it gets an 
upper hand the degeneration is fast. And it is a kind of non stop process because of its power in 
and of itself.

Advertisements invade minds; new and sinful behaviour patterns are thus popularized, 
sins is working, so on and so forth. Once the motion is started it becomes almost impossible to 
reverse it. On the contrary, the worst is to be expected. The destruction is then started up 
effectively.

Usually, it is no wonder how a society becomes a disaster. The repeated invasions were 
so strong and regular that Satan did a good job.
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2. Mind Manipulation By Bypassing Reason

The moment a person is informed of something, he analyzes it before taking any action. It 
works as follows:

Information > Reason > Analysis > Action
Here “action” implies the action of acceptance or rejection.
In real life, the emotional aspect is always there and should never be forgotten. Even if 

emotions are good in and of themselves, it happens that they take over reason. This is there 
that the danger appears.

We must understand that our emotions are within ourselves ONLY to play a supportive role 
to reason. They produce all kinds of reactions depending on the circumstances. Just as proper 
tools make task easy, properly controlled emotions make life exciting by providing variation.

All is well as long as emotions remain subordinate to reason. However, if the emotions ever 
get out of control then neither they nor their reason is able to function properly and the result is 
utter chaos. Unfortunately, at times, the reason/emotion roles can be manipulated and reversed 
even in strongly balanced persons. Many advertisements use this way of bypassing our reason.

Using the techniques of propaganda mentioned in another place it is possible to bypass 
reason and touch almost only the emotions. In fact emotion-manipulation and propaganda 
techniques are so inseparably intertwined with each other that one cannot be understood 
without the other. Here is again a good way to see the way it functions:

Contrived information > Emotion-dominated reasoning > Emotion-dominated analysis 
> Emotion-controlled action

Objective and emotion-free reason is bypassed and eventually insulated, but emotion is only 
manipulated. This is achieved by using a very tricky technique whereby the emotions are totally 
controlled while the reason is bypassed. Most propaganda related to population-control comes 
under this category.10 Specific phrases are use to achieve this mischievous goal.

Once emotion is successfully manipulated directly, reason collapses and is eclipsed. It is 
very near to hypnotism. People become literally magnetized by the propaganda.

Men, women, teenagers and children all have specific areas of emotional vulnerability. 
These areas are well understood by psychologists. Propagandists always seek this information 
out while the average person remains in ignorant bliss about it all. Hence the success as well as 
the disaster of the many victims.

Some of the areas of vulnerability are as follows: Most men are worried and harbour secret 
fears about their looks, abilities, achievements, authority and the respect they command at 
home and abroad. Married men are closely watched by their mates, many of whom are quick to 
express their disapproval at the slightest and the stupidest issue. Consequently a good number 
of them are worried to death at their personal performance, ranging from their sexual life to their 
social status. The answer is very simple (and stupid): these men owned the products advertised 
by these companies!

On the other hand, women are vulnerable in areas of beauty, looks, things owned, the 
opinion of others about their household, cooking, and current fashions/trends.

10 For example, there is a technique which is called “mesmerism” and it has been said that it was used by Hitler to 
manipulate his own people in Germany to prepare them to go to war. “Mesmerism”, from Dr. Franz Anton Mesmer 
(18th century). Mesmer used his extraordinary powers of suggestion to send people into frenzied convulsions or 
sleeplike trances. He was so successful that to this day we use his name to describe the exercise of such powers 
over others.
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Since none of these things have permanence, it's a battle all life for women to maintain 
these things. Now, which woman does not want to enchant her man; and that also, for ever?
However, the ad fails to tell that enchanting is a never-ending process on which she will have to 
work all her life.

Young men and women have their own special areas of susceptibility and fear. Since they 
have not yet reached the mental or emotional stability of their parents, it is very easy to 
manipulate them.

B. Bad-name techniques (additional comments on emotional manipulation using this 
nasty technique)

Many words may be used to create the bad-name effect. One method is to pick up 
something that is really bad or offensive and, using a little bit of free association, turn it to 
implicate something else. 

Another method is to reinvent another “dictionary”. In other words, another good and 
efficacious way to achieve the goal is to redefine so many words that using them cleverly, 
the good things might look offensive. Words like discipline, self-control, temperance, 
abstinence etc. have undergone this process. These words have been so mistreated that 
even as being good in most of their usages, they became bad in the long run, for those who 
want to promote manipulation. Having been successful in the art of deconstructing good 
things or words, nowadays, the moment we hear them the more we become alert to say: 
Wow! What an opportunity for me to see the bad things behind these bad words.

Censorship is another method. It is an act of suppression carried out from a position of 
power, sometimes for the common good (such as in a case that involves national security), 
but often out of fear of exposure to other ideas or plain self interest.

A censor who is acting merely to defend his viewpoint suppresses all information that is 
favourable to the other side. Needless to say that his way of operation will draw wrong and 
false conclusions in the minds of those who would have thought otherwise if they had been 
well informed.

There is no scarcity of people who would like to use Archaeology, Physics, Chemistry, 
Social sciences or the evolution model to attack the Christian faith. They are good in their 
way of accumulate “evidences”, as they call them, but are never able to investigate the other 
side objectively and fairly.11

11 This is precisely what I experienced through many emailed correspondences I had with an atheist. He was always 
requiring “evidences”. But the only way he wanted to proceed was to work on the basis of “ignoring the evidence of 
the faith”. To him, the moment the word or concept of faith was used, it was impossible to see any evidence. The 
reason was quite simple to understand though. Faith is an evidence only for those who receive it, since it is a gift from 
God. But because he was not able to cope with this notion, it is no wonder that he was requiring “evidences” to 
believe. The problem was that the evidences he required were those he was only able to manage.
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C. Propaganda Techniques And The Theological Radicals
Propaganda is largely displayed in the fact that Christian liberals are out there. The 

name "liberal" itself is an advertisement trick. Actually a liberal is a person who tolerates all 
viewpoints. However, it is precisely the opposite which is true. These people who label 
themselves as "liberal" Christians are not willing to listen to, or tolerate, any other viewpoint
than theirs. Such people should properly be labelled "radicals". But since this name 
immediately betrays their identity, and since it clearly reveals their theological non-
accommodation and narrow mindedness, they propagate the nice-sounding word "liberal" 
for themselves. This is the power of propaganda.

The liberals (radicals) have been able to take a large place in a wide range of churches 
and institutions by using propaganda techniques. If you count the magazines and other 
mass-media outlets among Christians, you will discover that a good proportion of them are 
controlled by radicals (liberals). They know the power of propaganda to such a degree and 
the exploitation of it at its best is so efficient that it is no wonder that we see it everywhere. 

Bernard Ramm, the great author/teacher is a good example of this. He started many of 
his writing as an evangelical scholar but ended up, in the last decades of his life, a near 
heretic.

Chapter 4: Analysing / Countering propaganda

We must be clear on one thing. Every types of propaganda, which is kind of artificial, are
good tool to wage a war in order to control and manipulate the minds of people. It obviously 
means that a great precaution has to be taken to face this big challenge.

A mere awareness about the existence or circulation of propaganda is not enough to 
prevail. Rather, a good and strong ability to analyze propaganda is the first and most important 
thing to be done. With this in mind, a person is better placed to be in charge of avoiding many 
traps to fall in.

We have to be the leaders in the questions. In other words, it is much better to be the 
driver of the discussions. Leading questions put us in a privileged position.

Here are 8 important leading questions (this list is obviously not exhaustive). Time and 
experience are the best tools to help us to improve our tactics to approach these difficult kinds 
of discussion.
1. Who is the propagandist?
2. Whom is he serving? Or, in other words, to whom is his loyalty? To you, to himself, or 

to his bread-givers?
3. What's his aim for indulging in this propaganda? Is it to benefit you or someone else?
4. To what human interests, desires emotions, or fears is he appealing?
5. What techniques of propaganda does he use?
6. Are these techniques ethical or unethical? If unethical, is he a person of integrity?
7. Is the propagandist objective, and does he present the whole truth? If not, why is he 

subjective and what motivates him to hide or suppress part of the truth?
8. Are you, or are you not, going to permit yourself to be influenced, manipulated, and 

exploited by the tactics of the propagandist?
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As you consciously apply these questions to propaganda, minor and major, a frame of 
reference will be created in your conscious and it will gradually imprint itself into your 
subconscious and unconscious mind.

Antidotes to mind manipulation through repeated exposure to propaganda
The unfortunate problem with people is this. They do not see the real danger of being 

repeatedly exposed to such a massive manipulation of minds. It is no wonder why the Word of 
God or good spiritual discussion are so avoided and absent in the home today. This then works 
as a vicious circle. The lack of instruction makes them prone to indulge in evil, and this 
indulgence creates an aversion towards all spiritual instruction. Clearly, the most important 
parented activity in this field is to give repeated exposure to spiritual matters from the earliest 
possible age. This is a non negotiable “must”. This will definitely serve to build a wall of 
resistance in their souls that will not crumble easily or quickly under exposure to evil. But at the 
same time you should take preventive steps also.

Your children should know the difference between good and evil, and also where to 
place the boundaries.

Television, Video and Cinema are powerful tools for inducing people to sin. So is a good 
amount of modern music that glorifies immorality and violence. Repeated exposure to these first 
desensitizes people towards perversion and the way sin is glamorized creates a strong 
attraction towards it. It is clear that this mass media tools are one of the main causes of rampant 
evil in our world at this moment; and that, around the world!

We need a penetrating analysis to hold these attacks in check.
Here are a few leading, questions to help you, but do not restrict yourself to these alone.

1. Do the TV or video programs I watch, the music I hear, and the books/magazines I 
read contain passages that can not be narrated when I sit with my family?

2. What kind of a passage is that: Description of sex, sexual passions, or any kind of 
perverted activity?

3. Books on medicine contain some intimate details of human body, while books 
dealing with law and crime contain description of crime. Neither of these can be read 
in front of a family, but still they are not wrong because their purpose is education.
Do the passages under scrutiny in question to have a similar justification, or are they 
there just to arouse passions?

4. What kind of passions come up in your hear when you are exposed to these 
audio/video/printed stories and descriptions.

5. Do they help you to become a better, cleaner, and more mature person?
The above guidelines are for those people who have not yet come under the influence of 

manipulation by repeated exposure. If a person is already under such an influence, a different 
strategy has to be adopted. The reason is simple. The newly exposed person has to be trained
in basic things whereas the more mature people have some bad habits to dismantle before 
being able to construct anew.
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Conclusion
The way in which propaganda techniques influence humans can be summarized in the 

outline below:
Human Desires And Aspirations > Desire For Joy, Fear Of Pain > Desire For Security, 
Fear Due To Insecurity > Propaganda That Promises Joy And Security > Promise 
Of Alleviation Of Pain And Insecurity > Falling Into The Trap Of The Propagandist.

All humans have certain common desires and aspirations. They all desire joy and 
security while they all fear pain and insecurity. In and of themselves, many things for which they 
crave are neither dangerous nor bad. But the lack of discernment and/or of the knowledge of the 
Word of God may produce, in the long run, a terrible disaster in their lives. And propagandists 
are expert to seduce those who are far from God and weak in his Word.

The propagandist exaggerates the possible joys and securities, and at the same time he 
highlights probable pain and insecurity. Once the audience is captivated, they promise joy and 
security coupled with alleviation of pain and insecurity.
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A Critical analysis of this textbook
The way the textbook has been written is very interesting for the reader. I found particularly 

interesting that this kind of module is included in training for apologetics. The point is that when 
we do apologetics, the notion of debate is often in front-plan. And because we have to defend 
our faith respectfully and firmness it turns out important to know the various tactics which our 
opponents could use against us.

Many of these tactics are made under the banner of propaganda, that is it is often useful for 
them to destabilize their opponents by persuading them of any sorts of things which could 
convince them that they are in error whereas it is they who are in that position of error.

To arrive at this knowledge of the various propaganda tactics, the author of this textbook
exposed very well various propaganda types. Maybe others exist, but the author tried to group 
them together under two main groups: spontaneous and contrived.

What I appreciated the most is to learn about at least 8 different techniques which are used 
by the propagandists to distort the truth and to badly influence population to arrive at their main 
goal which is deceiving others for their proper gain. Whether it be by fear of bad name, appeal 
of good name, appeal to human authority, appeal to persuasion, appeal to tricky implications, 
the bandwagon, card stacking or titillation and teasing, the reader was well informed about the 
fact that, at the end of the day, everything boils down to one thing: lie.

A couple of examples were given to back up the idea, but, as it is often the case in my 
critical analysis, it would have been good to read more biblical texts as examples. For example, 
let me give some to each one of them.

1. Fear of bad name: We see it in the temptation of Adam and Eve through the snare of 
Satan (Gen. 3). Satan was trying to tell them that eating the forbidden fruit will have 
given them a good name, because they will have become like God.

2. Appeal of good name: We see it in the clever plan of Haman against Mordechai, 
when he wanted to become the one to be revered after the king (see the book of 
Esther).

3. Appeal to human authority: This kind of behaviour is well seen in the magician man 
called Simon (Act. 8). He looked at the apostles as if they were the stars of the new 
religion of the day and wanted to be like them, with the power to operate miracles. Of 
course, the apostles were not the propagandists, but become, to the eyes of Simon, a 
good model to imitate and not necessarily with the right motives in the heart of Simon.

4. Appeal to persuasion by individuals: We could see this in many people within the 
church of Corinth. The understanding of the spiritual gifts was so weak and defective 
that one can be sure that many thought they received one or many (especially the 
ecstatic ones) just because they saw the renown of some who claimed to have get one 
or many. No wonder that the church was so divisive precisely on this issue.

5. Appeal to tricky implications: Ananias and Saphira were two good examples of being 
half-truth tellers. Yes, they had sold their field, but they preferred to conceal some of the
data to the apostles (Act. 5).
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6. The bandwagon: Here we have two men who were lepers (2 Kings 7). They were 
tempted to take what was forbidden. It is clear that they were willing to do so because, 
usually, when a territory was left empty from his inhabitants, it was very tempting to put 
the hands on what was left behind, especially precious things. In other words, everybody 
did it, why not we? Fortunately they repented and not did it. But the example of what 
might be the bandwagon behaviour is well illustrated in the first part of the story.

7. Card-stacking: We could see it in the case of those who lacked love towards those who 
were weak in their conscience and thus causing them to sin against their conscience 
while eating some meat offered to idols (1 Cor. 8).

8. Titillation and teasing: The devil was an expert at it when he tempted David to go to 
Bathsheba (2 Sam. 11). He enticed David with a kind of whisper saying: “It is going to be 
good and pleasant…”

So, as it is showed above, biblical example could be done to illustrate the point we want 
to make when we write a textbook. At least, it is preferable to do so, when it is possible.

It was also interesting to read that all these techniques might be combined to achieve a 
greatest and most efficacious goal to seduce people. Moreover, I would like to mention my 
appreciation of the extra material which explained well what are the good tools to fight against 
these kinds of things. They were called antidotes and it is exactly what they are.

In conclusion, I found the textbook very encouraging and necessary for everyone who 
would like to do apologetics in an intelligent way.

Personal comments on this textbook:

Because human race is so full of strategy to entice man to evil, this textbook opened my 
eyes to the different techniques that exist and for which I did not know much. So, thank you Dr. 
Philip.


