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Chapter 1: The categories of difficulties in the Bible 

 It is not of today, nor of yesterday that people try to make the Bible lying by finding here 
and there many "contradictions", as they call them.  In fact, who did not have to try to find errors 
in the Bible to silence their conscience by saying and asserting with great force that this book is 
simply false from the beginning to end. And to be sure that they have a solid proof of the 
hypocrisy of the Bible, they go so far as to say that they found errors by “thousands”. With such 
a big quantity of errors, no wonder that many people do not want to believe in this Book. 
 
 However, the problem is that, when we look at these so-called "errors", we are easily 
capable of grouping together them in different categories which makes that, in the end, the 
“thousands” become a “couple of dozens” at best. It is far from being what they assert! 
 
 It would thus be more fair to say that we can find in the Bible some so-called 
“contradictions” (better called paradoxes), difficulties and problems for the serious reader rather 
than “real contradictions”. We are thus going to enumerate them under various categories to 
better understand what is really at stake. 
 
  

1. Difficulties arising from the original texts 
For those who believe in the inspiration of the Scriptures it is obvious that they consider 

them as being infallible and inerrant. However, the fact that it is so does not mean that there 
are no difficulties at all. And, largely, we find an answer in this: Only the original texts were 
exempt from these errors. We must be clear on that. Contrary to what several Christians 
could think, our Bibles are not “inspired” in the same way as the original authors were. We 
do have certainly in our hands reliable copies, but we have anyway only “copies”.1 

 
The possibility of errors is always present when it is about copies. The human being, 

even at his best, is not free from any frailty. It is especially what explains that God had to 
supervise, through a providential involvement of Himself, the original authors to guard them 
from commiting any sorts of errors which would not have been avoided had He been not 
with them. Even if they were true apostles, they were also true human beings with true 
weaknesses. 

 
As an example of that, let us refer to the following reality. In non-biblical texts, it has 

been established that near 99% of the copies of any kind of original writings were corrupted 
through the process of copying. For this very reason, the process of the copying-translating 
of the different Bibles has produced some errors, even though much less precisely because 
it was question of a totally different kind of writing, upon which God was constantly watching 
over. 

                                                 

1
 Without forgetting the fact that we possess translations of these many copies. 
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We should not either ignore another problem which is that of the language. All those who 
have to work in another language than their own can testify quite easily that the work of 
translation is much more difficult when comes the time to see how to pass on the thought of 
a text. In biblical times, probably for a question of economy of material, all the texts were 
written without any space. All the words and sentences were tight. Morevoer, for the Hebrew 
text, it was written in what we call a consonant type (without any vowel). The reader can 
figure out how hard it was to take up the challenge of reading in public. No wonder that Paul 
said to Timothy: “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to 
exhortation, to teaching.”2 (1 Tim. 4.13 - ESV)3 

 
It is only later, with the Massoretes, that the system of vowels has been supplied to ease 

the reading of the Hebrew text.4 
 
Now, what is important to keep in mind is this. In spite of all the differences that one 

could find in a copy, the major essence of the message or the doctrines contained in it were 
not affected. And, in order to be able to face the challenge of the reconstruction of the 
original texts, this task is done by the Textual Criticism.5 

 

 

                                                 
2
 In the Greek, the verb imply a serious exercice of reading (to apply one’s self to…). It was probably quite tough to 
read and the teachers had to excel in that discipline. 

3
 “ESV” is for English Standard Version. 

4
 The Hebrew had stopped being a national and living language. Many Jews did not speak it any more. Groups of 
Massoretes in Babylon and Israel added diacritic signs to consonants to indicate the correct accentuation and the 
good vocalization. 

5
 Here are two good summaries of what Textual Criticism is all about. First, the method of textual criticism which has 

been generally practised by the editors of Classical Greek and Latin texts involves two main processes, recension 
and emendation. Recension is the selection, after examination of all available material, of the most trustworthy 
evidence on which to base a text. Emendation is the attempt to eliminate the errors which are found even in the best 
manuscripts. Second, Textual Criticism or Lower Criticism is a branch of philology or bibliography which is concerned 
with the identification and removal of errors from texts. Normally, the product of Textual Criticism is an edited text that 
the editor believes comes as close as possible to a lost original (called the archetype), or some other version of a text 
as it existed – or was intended to exist – in the past. This term is used in contrast with Higher Criticism, which is the 
endeavour to establish the authorship, date and place of composition of the text. 
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2. Difficulties arising out of translation problems 
Now, we face an often underestimated problem. The translation of a biblical text from 

one language to another poses a big challenge to the translators; and it, for various reasons. 
For example, when we have to translate idioms resulting from a dead language into a 
language which will aim at reviving it, it is completely normal to see a challenge of a great 
size. It is not thus surprising that errors can skip into the same translations. 

 
The biblical languages (Hebrew and Greek) may be translated by many words in other 

languages. Being rich languages in and of themselves, they are nevertheless precise 
language to transmit the ideas of God in human languages. It is no wonder why God chose 
these languages, in the beginning, to transmit His will to man. However, the challenge 
remains intact. To make a play on words, translation is always a little bit of treason. Our 
limitations, being what they are, we must work with what God gives us and we must keep 
one thing in mind. If God wants to reach all nations with His original words, we must be sure 
that His providence will oversee the way through which the biblical texts will be translated 
and His will shall prevail over the frailties of men. 

 
Now, we must add an important thing here. While we affirm that the Autographs were 

totally inspired and free from error (infallible and inerrant), we cannot say the same thing of 
our translations. Many would probably troubled to hear that their Bibles are not as much 
inspired as the original texts were. The texts are reliable, but not inspired. Only the 
Autographs were. We must be clear on that. 

 
In addition to that, the Hebrew of the OT and the Greek of the NT are filled with many 

figures of speech. It is another thing that we must know. Translation, being already a big 
challenge, it poses another level of difficulty when we have to translate idioms (figures of 
speech). 
 

 
3. Difficulties arising out of false interpretation of the Bible 

The Bible treats many subjects like history, geography, politics, ethics, psychology, etc. 
In all these fields, it is totally impossible to think that all human beings could be able to 
understand fully the meaning of what God has to say in these fields. And because some 
people want to be specialists in these various domains, it is not rare to see various 
emphases put on such or such thing in God's Word. But the truth is that nobody, specialist 
or not, can claim to be able to understand everything. And so, we can arrive with the point 
which concerns us. Some of our difficulties are caused by a bad interpretation of the Bible. 
And we cannot escape it. 

 
A key-factor in this sense is to understand that each interpretation results often from a 

different background. For example if somebody grew up in an environment where the 
Aristotelian thought was dominating, it is no wonder that his ways of seeing things in the 
Bible will be influenced by that philosophy. The various philosophies of the various cultures 
and times will thus play a big role in the way with which the Bible will be approached. 

 
A good way to express this reality of approach is in the realm of the cosmology. Many 

thought that the earth was flat and was the center of the solar system. Thus, for them, it is 
normal to speak about a sun which rises up and which sets down, because for them, it is the 
earth which is immovable. 
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So, if we read a text which says that the sun is rising up, one must not conclude that the 
writer of the text is giving a false interpretation of the Bible even if he is not scientifically 
exact. 

 
One should say, rather, that the writer speaks according to the way he sees and feels 

things happening around him. Nevertheless, though we have to understand the intent of the 
author, the fact remains that he is not true on the basis of reality. To clear away this difficulty 
from our vision, we must know some basic rules in what we call hermeneutics (and 
sometimes in basic science).6 

 
It is the challenge of having the huge task of writing the revelation of an infinite God 

through finite languages of finite and limited minds of men. 
 

 
4. Difficulties arising out of a wrong conception of the Bible 

This point is very crucial. Although it is not the case for the majority of the Christians, it is 
possible that too many persons still believe that, when we say that the Bible is God's Word, 
they believe in it that all the words of the Bible were pronounced directly by God, without the 
cooperation of the human authors. To think that way is to believe a lie. When we say that 
God speaks to men through His Word, what we mean is rather that God has made known 
His will in such a way that when inspired men wrote their texts, it was the very intention of 
God that was expressed as if God had spoken Himself on their behalf. Hence the 
appellation of inspiration of the Scriptures. That way, we will understand that it is man that 
spoke on behalf of God. The mystery of the inspiration is fathomless for our finite minds. 

 
Another thing has to be treated here. Do you think that all the written words of the texts 

are bearer of the truth? If you think that way, once again you believe a lie. Let us look at a 
clear example. When Satan said to Adam and Eve that the moment they would eat the 
forbidden fruit they would become like God, it is clear that it was not true. Nevertheless, 
these words are in the inspired text of Genesis 3. What should we understand in it? Very 
simple. When God inspired Moses to report this lie of Satan, it was true that this false words 
were really said to our first parents. So, the false words of Satan were truly said and inspired 
by God to be written in the original text of Genesis 3. What we mean is this. A text, to be 
inspired, has not necessarily to be true in its declaration, but it has to be the true things that 
God wanted us to know. In other words, the text of Genesis was revealing to us that the 
words of Satan were truly false. 

 
But if our conception of the Bible is inadequate we cannot draw these conclusions. A just 

and fair view of the Bible is necessary in order to be correctly interpreted and applied. 
 
The book of Daniel (2.11) or Isaiah (36.10; 37.6) referred to false things or polytheistic 

views, but it does not mean that these two inspired books condoned these errors. It is just to 
say that God wanted these texts in His revelation to tell us what He wanted us to know. 

                                                 
6
 However, we must understand that the knowledge of one culture may differ from another one, depending of the 
availability of the knowledge or the time in which they live and write their texts. 



 

 

6 

5. Difficulties arising out of the type of language in which the Bible was written 
The Bible is not a dated book. It is for all nations of all times and all cultures. We call it a 

transcendent book. The language of the Bible is the common language of the time and not 
technical jargon. Of course, when one reads the epistle of Paul, he can see some “technical” 
words as “propitiation” or “expiation” (atonement). But once again, these were words and 
terms used in the OT economy. The goal of this point is to make sure that the authors wrote 
to the people of their time in such a way that they might be understood and not confused. 

 
Because the languages of the Bible are quite remote from ours, it is normal, however, to 

see expressions which can be hard for us to understand in a simple and quick reading. We 
call many of these expression “figures of speech”.7 For example, we can read different 
styles as poetry, prophecy, prose, etc. We must understand that they were written to people 
who were accustomed to such forms of language.8 For example, if we read a text in 1 Sam. 
24.3, we see that King Saul came in a cavern to “cover his feet”. This is a figure of speech 
meaning that he was there to “relieve himself” (go to the restroom in our modern language).9  
We call that idiom an “euphemism”. It is another way of saying a raw expression, using a 
smoother one. 

 
Another good example is the following. Lev. 26.19 says: “And I will break the pride of 

your power; and I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass:” This expression 
means that God was going to make a condition of rainlessness. It must not be taken literally, 
but figuratively. 

 
 

6. Difficulties arising out of our incomplete knowledge of the customs, history, 
geography and the society of Bible times 

It is not because the archaeologists made gigantic discoveries that we have to claim to 
know everything over the centuries which preceded us. We know only partially. Of course, 
we can say that we know more today than 100 years ago, but it does not give us the 
permission to say that all the mysteries have been resolved. 

 
Drinking of wine is one of these difficulties to us. Several Christians today are practically 

scandalized in the fact to take some wine. However, wine, in that time, was used for various 
reasons and not only for drink. Here are some examples. Wine could be used as medicine, 
as being a part of food and for getting intoxicated. When we use it in the Bible, mostly, it is a 
part of food, when there is no indication of intoxication or abuse. It is the case in many 
agricultural regions. It is the case in India and in several European countries even today. For 
example, France is very used with wine.10 

                                                 
7
 Some will say idioms. 

8
 At least, to some extent. 

9
 Moreover, the ESV version is clear on the sense of the passage saying: “to relieve himself”. 

10
 I remember that an American missionary had gone in France one day and had let see to people who ate with him 

around the table that they had not a good Christian attitude by drinking so much wine. In fact, it was “too much” for 
him only. It is necessary to say that this missionary accepted no taking of alcoholic drink at all. This one had to learn 
that the custom of the Frenchmen, not being the North American custom, must not be seen as being a worldly society 
or a sinning one. Nobody was drunk at the table and it was a kind of usual rule in their country. By the way, we have 
such a man in my own church. He considers Christians drinking some wine as sinning. This is definitively not my 
position and he knows it. 
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Also, the reason why tax-collectors were hated, how salt can lose its flavor, and what 
“putting fire on the enemy’s head” meant can be understood only if we understand the 
cultures and context in which these expression were used. 

 
 

7. Difficulties arising out of our ignorance of the conditions under which a 
certain book was written or a certain commandment was given 

Here, we have a great challenge. Several elements mentioned in a book can push the 
readers to numerous reactions. Let is recall, however, that reaction is never the good 
attitude to be adopted when comes the time to interpret a text of God's Word. For example, 
in the book of the Song of Songs, the text speaks to us about a man married to a woman. 
Nowadays, the wedding notion is constantly scoffed at because this divine institution is not 
any more supported as it was the case in the last years, and even more in the biblical time. 

 
The Eastern societies have always seen marriage as being a sacred institution which is 

not the case in the West. Of course, we see populations today reacting at the content of the 
revelation of God because of a distorted philosophy. But the norm of the truth is not the 
thinking of our time, but the Word of God in all the times. 

 
So, the conditions under which people have to be submitted should never been 

evaluated or judged on the basis of our understanding of things and traditions. We must go 
back to the Bible to understand the Bible. 

 
 

8. Difficulties arising out of the many-sidedness of the Bible 
It is evident that each one of us has a proper way to see things as well as to interpret 

them. It is due to several factors which are directly connected to our background. Even if it is 
true for all, the fact remains that it can lead to errors of interpretation of the Bible. For 
example, some will be Calvinists whereas others will be Arminians on the theological plan. 
The problem is that both camps can emit elements of truth without being labelled as 
heretical as it was the case in the time of the Reformation.11 

 
It brings us to believe that we have to face numerous contradictions in the various 

theologies which are proposed to us. However, I prefer to speak about “paradoxes” often 
more than about real “contradictions”. It is interesting to see that when we diverge with 
somebody on a certain doctrinal point, we arrive to see that the differences are not so big 
the moment we can discuss with them more in detail. We must define many of our terms to 
be clearly understood. However, several philosophies of life urge people to draw different 
conclusions on various points on which the Bible is nevertheless rather clear. For somebody 
who is opposed to the capital punishment it will be normal to see a deep reaction if the 
government came to stand out to it as it is the case in certain countries or american states in 
USA. It is the same thing with abortion, divorce, murder, rape, etc. 

                                                 
11
 Personally, I do not believe that it is necessary to look at the modern Arminianism in the light of the Arminianism in 

the time of the Synod of Dort.  So many nuances were brought in the debate during the last centuries that modern 
Calvinists are often more Amyraldians; that is to say “4 points Calvinists”. It seems to be a near-arminianism while I 
would not dare to say so. And again, the real Amyraldianism is not really today what it was in the time of Moses 
Amyraut.  Times have changed a lot of things. 
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9. The infiniteness of God and the finiteness of man’s understanding 
It is clear that God lives in a dimension which transcends ours. Man, from his part, lives 

in a dimension profoundly limited by the effects of the fall. Furthermore, I would add that not 
only the fall limits man, but still its creational character is an important cause of this limit.12 

 
Several subjects will become the sources of big frustrations when we do not indeed 

understand this reality. God's sovereign power and the responsibility of man are good 
examples which allow us to notice clearly that our intelligence is limited as for our 
understanding of God's things. 

 
Furthermore, the language used by the Bible places us in difficult positions by moment 

because it seems to us that its texts say to us things which are impossible in themselves. 
Let us take for example the repentance of God.13 Naturally, one should not see this 
expression such as one has to understand it when man must repent before God. Our 
limitations in our understanding of the biblical texts are only increasing the weight of our 
difficulty, but these expressions have all the same their raison d’être. It is thus especially at 
the level of the biblical language that this difficulty arises to the reader of the Bible. 

 

 
10. Difficulties arising out of fallacies of logic 

It is important to understand what logic is all about. It is the foundation of all clear 
thinking, reasoning and communication. It is very evident that when we are placed in front of 
a discussion which treats one or several subjects, many presuppositons emerge. It is the 
normality of human fallenness. The problem is that, often, people understand only what they 
indeed want to understand. Syllogisms are good examples to illustrate the fact that several 
conclusions can be illogical. For example, if one says that a dog has four legs and that a 
table has normally four legs, it would mean that dogs are tables. The example is strongly 
exaggerated, but it demonstrates that a reasoning can be totally false even if certain 
assertions gave right to us to believe that one could draw such and such conclusion 
because there might be a bit of logic. It is true in every field of investigation. And theology is 
not exempt of that pitfall. Thus we should never take various passages of the Bible, join 
them together, to arrive at false conclusions. 

 

 
11. Difficulties which arise when the precise nature of a statement is not 

understood 
One of the difficulties of the language is the complexity of its expressions. The 

translators are often confronted with such difficulties, although some, in certain occasions do 
not worry too much given the situation which does not seem to compromise the sense of 
what they have to translate. Although all this will not bother too much the serious reader, it 
may cause a problem to the one who will read the same text with the express intent to 
compromise the text in question. Usually, a good and wise expositor of God's Word will take 
care of showing the various possible difficulties in a text and, with his help, the student of the 
Bible will get out of it fairly well. Just to give a good example of it, let us take the English 
word "can". 

                                                 
12
 I do not believe that our state of perfection, once glorified, will allow us to be infinite.  Otherwise, it would be 

necessary to us to believe that we should become God; which is an impossibility in and of itself. 

13
 It is here about an anthropomorphism. 
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We know that this word have various possible senses: A possibility, a permission. And in 
certain cases, he can even also make reference to an stern order. It is in fact the whole 
sentence that will dictate us the precise sense of the word. 

 
If, for example, the intent of the author is a permission and if the word is understood as if 

it were a possibility, it will not be surprising that the interpretation of the reader will be 
different from the intent of the author. If the God of the Bible says that we “can” sin it is not 
to say that He approves the fact that we sin, as if He would give us the permission to sin. 
Rather, it is necessary to read that God reveals to us that He knows enough the human 
nature and its “possibility” of sinning. 

 
 

12. Difficulties of numbers 
One aspect of the false interpretations of biblical texts is with numbers. Sometimes, 

when a reckoning is given in the Bible, the precision of it is not necessarily exact. At times, it 
is only approximative.14 For example, if we want to speak about various systems of 
measurement in the Bible, sometimes numbers can be rounded off, even if they can be 
exact. Once again, the context can throw some more light so that we can make the 
difference. 

 
We have another good example of it in Numbers 14.30 where it is said to us that only 

Caleb and Joshua were capable of entering the promised land. However, when we read 
farther in the text (vs. 36-38), it is necessary to understand that there were only Caleb and 
Joshua among the twelve spies who were allowed to enter the land. The others ten knew 
death due to their lack of faith in God. Thus, it is clear that the context of it is necessary not 
to suppose that only two men of the old lot entered the land. It would be a wrong inference 
even if the specific number of two men is mentioned. 

 
Other examples could be mentioned, but suffice it to say that numbers are a cause of 

misinterpretation of the text when wrongly understood. 
 
 

13. Problems related to the dullness of our spiritual perception 
One thing is sure. The most mature person spiritually cannot claim to be able to 

understand everything because his spirituality always has to grow up. Sin being in us amply, 
it is necessary to look for a constant sanctification. Our limitations are as if we looked in a 
dark or smoked mirror. 

 
So, the Word of God has to be understood more by those who are inhabited by the Holy 

Spirit. And even there, a really saved person, who is walking far from the Lord, may, 
because of his immaturity, wrongly understand the Word. 

 
We notice that the most evident problems for people who do not know God appear in the 

questions as: “Why the suffering in the world?”, “the presence of the evil in the world?”, “the 
injustices and the presence of the other mysteries?” 

                                                 
14
 For example, Luke 3.23 says that Jesus began his public ministry about 30 years of age.  Thus, it is totally 

impossible for us to use the Bible to say at 100% certainty what was the exact age of Jesus in the beginning of his 
ministry.  It is an approximation, though the number is exact. 



 

 

10 

Their understanding of the spiritual realm is such as they cannot seize the logic of all this 
in the mind of God. Even for Christian the challenge is quite high, imagine in the mind of the 
unregenerate.15 

 
It is necessary also to understand that some mysteries are accessible to our 

comprehension only when we have to get through a personal crisis. It is as though God 
would have given us some keys to unlock some mysteries of the creation and its order. 

                                                 
15
 One of my teachers of theology, the great Dr. Roger Nicole (USA) said: “The logic of God often begins where the 

logic of mind end.” 
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Conclusion 
 
We notice that several persons who surround us give themselves one sort of mandate to 

discredit the Bible and the God of this one. However, when we discuss with such persons 
we realize rather quickly and easily that for them, if God is a God, the world should not 
contain so many difficulties. Let us say however that it is to be naive to believe such things. 
It is rather much more logical to see so many difficulties in God's Word because God is 
precisely not a man limited as we are. 

 
Let us not forget that the difficulties have to be placed in different categories and when it 

is done, many of them completely disappear. 
 
In fact, the difficulties never result because the Bible was written by sinners as we are, 

but much more because of the fact that the readers, who do not know God perfectly, or who 
are badly informed or trained, do not seize the intent of the inspired authors. 
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Chapter 2: Common sense about difficulties in the Bible 

 From the moment we want to treat complex subjects it is obvious to say that difficulties 
appear from them. The Bible, being a book which treats several subjects, does not make 
exception for this rule. And if we are not aware of this unmistakable fact we are engaging 
ourselves in a game which will be difficult to play. To help the reader we are thus going to 
enumerate a list of observations which we shall call “commonsense” comments. 
 
1. When the finite man tries to understand the infinite God and His actions, difficulties 

are bound to arise 
Naturally, its takes a minimum of intelligence and knowledge when we want to deal with 

any subject. What may seem easy for one may be difficult for another. It is thus the same 
phenomenon when a limited man tries to understand an unlimited God. However, we should 
not claim that a limited understanding of God means an impossibility to understand enough 
things to enjoy a spiritual life which is pleasant to Him. 

 
2. The presence of difficulties and objections do not, in any way, prove the Bible to be 

untrue 
Given that our understanding of the Bible goes always increasing, when we study it 

correctly, it is obvious that we shall have fewer and fewer difficulties on certain things which 
seemed to us insolvable in the very beginning. The fact that we live this kind of experience 
is already a proof that the difficulties of the Bible are not still without solution. It does not 
mean, however, that we shall always eventually resolve all of our difficulties. Patience is 
thus often necessary so that God can allow us to come to the knowledge of new lights which 
can clear up an apparent difficulty. The growth of the scientific knowledge can also be useful 
to resolve some of our difficulties. 

 
For example, the famous “Theorie of the Big Bang” is still a simple theorie among many 

others concerning the origin of our universe. It is important that we understand that a theory 
is not an established “fact”  which is much more important and reliable. By working from the 
theories which the men are engaged in multiple deductions will be erroneous. It is thus we 
see that a serious study of the Bible can answer to the two biggest levels of difficulties which 
are, as mentioned above, the difficulties produced by a lack of understanding and the notion 
of a theory instead of the fact. 

 
 

3. All outlooks on origin have problems and difficulties 
There may be manifold points of view concerning the origin of the universe, but all of 

them fall automatically in two very precise categories: natural and supernatural. Given that 
the origin of the universe was not observed by anyone and even less in a laboratory, it 
becomes evident that we speak here much more about a question of faith rather than of 
observable science. It must be said that the natural viewpoint is more problematic. 

 
According to the natural point of view of the origin of the world, the beginning of the 

process of evolution is explained much more by the laws of physics and chemistry in term of 
matter and energy. However, the scientific studies of the last century demonstrated that 
most of the laws of physics and chemistry preclude the possibility of a natural evolution of 
our universe. 
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But if somebody uses the biblical contents he will realize that the apparent difficulties of 
certain texts can be resolved one after the other. And it certainly is not to be neglected. The 
very unity of God's revelation is an extraordinary phenomenon in and of itself. The scientific 
data, history, archaeology and the accomplished predictions are all solid proofs which are 
added daily and so confirm us that God's Word is indeed what it claims to be: a true book 
from A to Z. So, the reader of the Bible finds himself in a greater security, relying in the 
biblical texts, even if some of these contain difficulties, rather than in the hands of the 
heathen science which rejects the divine authority. 

 
 

4. One’s inability to solve a difficulty does not imply that the problem is unsolvable 
Here, it is a very important point. As in the daily life, we should not claim that a situation 

which raises a problem insolvable to us at first glance is in fact without any solution at all. 
Sometimes, it is necessary to look at the matter objectively, and often to wait a bit more to 
possess extra elements of information so that all this might become clearer. A police inquiry 
is a good example of it. 

 
If it is true in life, it must also be possible to be true with the Bible. For several years we 

always perceive people who will question the truthfulness of this book. In fact, more and 
more, since the last 200 years, we see tons of books written exactly with the aim of 
compromising and discredit it. However, every serious student will give himself a reasonable 
time to deepen his researches before jumping to bad conclusions. Furthermore, 
archaeology, history, geography, the study of the ancient languages and science were able 
to resolve several problems which were formerly insolvable. The past thus becomes a good 
point of reference to help us not to draw hasty conclusions besides being erroneous. 

 
 

5. The apparent problems in the Bible become negligible when they are honestly 
compared with the incomparable excellencies of its texts 

When we read the Bible with honesty, it is evident that this book is not as the others. 
Particularly, when we consider its revolutionary dimension to change lives, even the most 
miserable ones. The Bible cannot be compared to any other book for its power and 
efficiency to change the human life. 

 
When all the facts are taken into account, it is impossible not to see the reality of the 

power of the Bible. To deny this fact is not so much an honest doubt, but a demonstration of 
a strongly biased and unbelieving spirit. 

 
 
 

6. History is our witness that the alleged difficulties are given much more weight by 
superficial readers in comparison to serious students of any type 

It is not rare to see people criticizing the Bible when they were not even capable of 
reading attentively only and fully a single book. And if certain did it, they did not certainly do 
it with many other books of the Bible. Most of the time we have to deal with people who are 
rather superficial rather than deep. 

 
It is surprising to see that many people who are not religious have, all the same, enough 

restraint as for their analysis and comment on the Bible. They are often very qualified people 
in other domains and exactly learnt to have a careful spirit when comes the time to bend 
over a subject that they know only hardly. 
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There are always the braggarts who want to give evidence outside any doubt that the 
Bible is a book filled with errors. But sometimes these are “played tours” by the Holy Spirit. 
The case of the producer of the film Ben-Hur is an example par excellence. Wanting to 
discredit the Bible by its book/film, it turned out that he became a convinced believer. The 
reason is quite simple. He had to make many researches to work out his project and these 
same researches were the very divine instruments in the hands of the Lord to return him on 
the way of the truth as for the existence of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

7. Many problems are artificially created by propagandists, and these do not have their 
origin in the Scriptures 

Here still we have to understand this unmistakable reality. In various periods of the 
history there were always big propagandas against God's Word. It is not a new fact. What is 
constant is the ability of the writers and the speakers who please themselves to discredit the 
Bible. They are people of great talents with big powers of persuasion, especially on the un-
educated souls. When comes the time to make an effective propaganda, it is always 
necessary to make sure that the facts, the truth, the analysis and the rationel side of the 
things will be by-passed. These people are excellent manipulators of crowds. They will play 
naturally on the feelings, the felt needs, the centres of interests, the curiosity, the passions, 
the hatred, the damages, the fears, the greeds and what amuses people. In this they are 
powerful and effective specialists.  Regrettably, when we work that way, the real issues are 
not put to the front, but we put rather the emphasis on what does not really matter. 

 
Of course, if people are not able to foresee these kinds of strategies they will not be able 

to stand the debate and to be in the position of reversing its bad effect. 
 
 

8. Careful and prayerful study will resolve many difficulties 
Here is an important key. If a person makes an effort wanting to discredit the Bible 

without willing even to study it seriously he cannot even see the arguments which would 
militate against his own errors because his mind is totally blind and numb. 

 
Now, if, on the contrary, the same person wants to approach the Bible in a spirit of 

humility and prayer, the problems will faint one by one as far as the knowledge which God 
gives to the sincere heart will be increasing. 

 
Having said that, we should not claim that all our difficulties will be settled. God settles 

well what He wants to settle in us. Being a perfect and infinite being, it remains that His 
thought will always surpass ours. However, the answers which God will consider sufficient to 
give us will be amply satisfactory so that we can, without any problem, put our confidence in 
Him and to live a fruitful life to His glory. 
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Conclusion 
 
Never anybody can solve every problem which he can find in the Bible. Being a book 

inspired by God, the knowledge of man, although still increasing, can never reach the 
excellent level of that of God. 

 
However, the one who bends seriously over the texts of the Bible will find in this book 

something intelligent and coherent contrary to all those who are incensed to discredit it 
without reason. 

 
The problems which the Bible presents us are in fact, often, only paradoxes and not 

frank contradictions. The serious student will bend over these difficulties with an honest 
attitude so that God's book is for him really God's Word which acts in those who believe. 
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A Critical analysis of this textbook 
 

This textbook was a great pleasure to study. In fact, it contains essential data for every 
Christian who wants to defend his faith with intelligence and clarity. I shall thus mention the 
following points dividing them in two categories. 

 
Stronger points: 

 
The author wanted to give us a very relevant range of the various met difficulties and 

which are often, it is necessary to admit it, a great deal of considerable criticisms. Sometimes, 
we can hear and read such critics from other Christians. 

 
He enumerated brilliantly 13 differents reasons why so many difficulties can be found by 

critics. Of them, I appreciated much reading about the difficulties arising from original texts, 
translation problems, wrong conception of the Bible, lack of knowledge in differents sphere of 
expertise, the limitiations of human mind, etc. 

 
What I notice, all the time, is that these textbooks are very well done in terms of their 

simplicity, but with a great depth. To write in such a way, requires a lot of knowledge of the 
human nature and its tendency to see problems when they are in fact rather few. The author 
showed us a great deal of capacity to forsee in advance what would be the arguments against 
such and such a point. Of course, it just proves that he has a lot of experience in apologetics 
and debate.  To say it in another way, he has more than likely already heard such critics. 

 
Most of the time we are inclined to believe that the arguments are more and more 

sophisticated. Although it is true occasionally, the author highlighted the fact that the human 
being, wherever he is and whenever he lives, fights fundamentally with the same questions in all 
the generations. I appreciated much the clarity of this demonstration in the texbook. 

 
Weaker points: 

 
Now, I would like, however, to note one thing that is not mentioned in the textbook and 

which might be good to add in the future updates of the material. When the author mentioned 
that many difficulties are linked to the fact that too many readers are superficial in comparison to 
serious students of any type (Chapter 2, point 6), I would not say so as a general report. It 
would be better, according to me, to mention this reality specifying that “some” are like that. The 
impression we have reading this part of the textbook is that “almost all the readers” who raise up 
arguments against the Bible are, by definition, superficial readers. But this is not the case all the 
time and should have been mentioned. I know personally an atheist who wrote a book of more 
than 400 pages to dismantle the veracity of the Bible and let me say that he is not a “superficial 
reader” of the Bible. I do not mean that he is still a reader of the Bible, but he had surely studied 
it a long time to arrive to write the book he wrote. As a matter of fact, I would say that few 
Christians seem to know the content of the different doctrines of the faith as he does. Of course, 
I must admit that all the atheists are not like him. Many are very shallow in their way of willing to 
debunk the Holy Scriptures. But the point I would like to make is the following. More and more, 
we are able to see deep thinkers who reject the Bible because of the difficulties they find in it. 
The reason of this is due to the fact that our world is more and more exposed to an abundance 
of knowledge (schools, colleges, universities). 
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In North America (and probably elsewhere in the world), just to say that little children are 
taught how to use the Internet (a thing that did not even exist in my childhood) is a good proof of 
what I am saying. Today, the world is wide open to every other parts of the world. 

 
So, if I had to write the textbook, I would rather say that, though many readers are 

superficial in their study of the Bible, the blindness of others is due, sometimes, to the very fact 
that their amount of knowledge (which is big) deprives themselves of being in a good shape to 
argue the sacred texts. The obscurity of their conclusion is not so much a lack of depth in their 
reading and studying, but a lack of knowledge of God regarding what He says of the fallen 
human race. Having not the Holy Spirit living on the inside of them they are not able to draw the 
right conclusions. Of course, this point is also mentioned in the textbook. 

 
Personal comments on this textbook: 

 
Once again, this textbook was a very delightful assignment for me. The material is 

always very relevant and stimulating. What I did appreciate is to see how articulated the author 
is to display his capacity to deal with the critics. I have to humble myself when I see that God 
has many other good men in the world working for His noble cause, which is the proclamation of 
the Gospel of Christ.  I realize more and more that while I know many things, I know only few 
things. 


