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I. Historical/Legal Apologetics 

 
It is obvious that as soon as we want to speak about Christianity, in comparison to 

other religions, it is the historic aspect which makes the biggest demarcation.  We cannot treat 
Christianity apologetically without dealing the historicity of it. 
 

The fact of hinting at historic events in Christianity makes this one, more than all the 
others, a strongly defensible subject.  It is totally impossible to treat the validity of Christianity 
just by thinking to dismiss this one, in account of all the historic and archaeological proofs 
which were given to us through centuries, and reject them all at the same time.  History is a 
very powerful tool when the time arrives to deal with what we call “truth”.  And it is 
nevertheless bizarre to notice that the historical nature of the Bible was recognized by the 
radicals and the atheists, often more than by Christians themselves.  It is very evident that if 
these precious foundations could be completely demolished, Christianity would have not itself 
other choice anymore than to go out or crumble by itself.  But such is not the case and let us 
praise God for this! 

As a consequence, it is not without reason that we saw many scholars of God's Word 
trying hard to search always more deeply the foundations of Christianity, to make the sure 
proof that God is true and that the truth concerning Him really exists.  

   The Christian faith is solidly and inseparably grounded in history. Too many things 
have been proved through archaeology and many other investigation tools in the world of 
science to say that, just because we do not recognize Christianity, it should be rejected per se.  
We would need to be blind not to see the realities which are also not against the common 
sense and science.  If the historical basis of the faith can be shown to be invalid, many Bible-
believers would have all the reasons in the world to collapse in their hope. 

Such is the importance of historical studies for the Christian faith, and Historical 
Apologetics is only a small part of these historical studies.  We would look the following 
subjects in this chapter: 

1-Tools of Legal Method/Apologetics 

2-Tools of Historical Apologetics 

3-Application of the Tools 

4-Other Values of Historical Investigations    

Let us summarize them on the following pages. 
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Tools of Legal Apologetics 

It is important to understand, indeed, that every sphere of study has its means of 
investigation which are proper for it.  For example, if it is true for a science as the medicine, it 
is also true for biblical study.  Although the tools of the one or the other field of study may vary, 
the purposes are the same: it is to bring out a sufficient proof that the studied matter is valid 
and reliable. 

Even many areas of Christian apologetics are interdisciplinary in nature, and it is here 
that very few people work.  Most of those who are interested in apologetics prefer single 
disciplines like Pure Philosophical Apologetics (say, Philosophy of Religions) or Pure Rational 
Apologetics (say, Bible and Science).  I would say that there was a kind of tradition that 
pressed people to stay in that way of thinking, but things are changing and it is for the best of 
apologetics.  In the past (and still nowadays for some), the thinking is something like this: “If I 
want to defend the truth of the Gospel of Christ, I absolutely have to remain firm and content 
myself only within the framework of biblical studies”.  But it is false!  God has provided to us so 
many ways to reach a level of credibility in every field that if it is useful to use archaeology to 
prove the manifold Bible records, so why not using this discipline?  And when we understand it 
well, God rewards our efforts.  The point is that we must keep our researches in the main goal: 
to glorify the God of the Bible (Soli Deo Gloria) as would have said the Reformers of old. 

Legal Apologetics is a combination of Legal and Historical Reconstruction.  Since it 
involves the Legal and Historical processes, it is necessary to understand the tools used for 
both of these methods. The tools of Legal Method are as follows and I give here only a brief 
summary: 

1-The Legal Reconstruction Method: Here we mean that the goal is to establish with 
sufficient clarity if an event happened or not.  With many collected informations we manage to 
take up an enriched enough file.  Many witnesses are involved and the things are done like 
that. 

2-Sufficient and Total Proof in the Legal Method: Most of people believe that, for 
something to be recognized as true, it is necessary to give evidence on a scientific basis and 
in this way, the word science became almost a synonym for "the absolute truth ground".  But it 
is a fatal error, which we should not make. 
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It is true that if we can make a proof absolute in some area of our study, it is very rare 
that we shall be knocked down by our opponents.  But it is not possible in every field of study.  
Because to make it so, it would be practically necessary to be in ownership of all the 
necessary data besides having made reference to all the possibilities offered to our 
researches.  For that reason, it will be necessary to us to speak here about "sufficient proof" 
rather than "absolute proof".  But somebody will tell me: "If I cannot make an absolute proof 
for God, how I could believe in Him in an absolute way?"  Although this question seems 
intelligent and relevant a priori, we should not claim that it is without any good answer.  Let me 
give you an illustration to show my point.  How could you show in an “absolute way” that I am 
well and truly writing this summary on my computer?  You would have no perfect and total 
proof but only to take sufficient ones. 

And to do that, how could you establish in an “absolute way” that the witnesses who 
know that I am really writing this paper are reliable, sincere and above all, real?  Once again, 
you would be strictly limited to some means of investigation which would supply to you only 
“sufficient proofs”.  Nevertheless, it would remain “absolutely true”!  Why?  Because it is a 
“fact”.  Then here is a conclusion that we are able to make.  A fact is not absolutely true only 
when we can provide absolute proofs, but the moment we can display sufficient proofs, a fact 
can be seen as such.  Thus, we can build a strong case affirming that a thing is “absolutely 
true or factual”. 

 
Tools of Historical Apologetics 

Though Legal and Historical Apologetics are intimately connected with each other, for 
the sake of clarity it would still be helpful to look separately at those aspects of apologetics 
where the historical aspect is very prominent.    

1-Archaeology: Archaeology is a recent science and it deals with the study of ancient 
civilizations.  Though some people had been collecting ancient artefacts for some centuries, 
archaeology had its birth around 1798 when Napoleon conducted a systematic study of the 
ancient monuments and artefacts of Egypt.  From there, it had a slow development till it 
reached its zenith and scientific form in the twentieth century.  By the way, because 
archaeology is considered as a real science (even if quite recent), it is a powerful tool that God 
gave to humankind to settle some historical critical questions.  We have seen earlier that for 
many, science was synonymous for truth.  Then, we have here one of the most strong ways to 
contend against our detractors who try always to dismiss our sayings.    

Biblical/Secular Archaeology: While there was not distinction between Biblical and secular 
archaeology, in the beginning, it was of immense importance to study history with a biblical 
framework.  Today Biblical Archaeology is a very useful discipline. 

Chronologies/Histories: There have always been different attacks against the reliability of the 
truthfulness of the Bible.  But some people will say that there are always problems connected 
to the various discoveries and that the Bible cannot thus play a dominating role in our study of 
these so-called "facts".  It is thus necessary to repeat here that if the sufficient proofs are a 
good point to start with to lead us in the factual truth; it is as well true that the science of the 
secular archaeology is also subdued in the obstacles of the incomplete proofs.  It is simply by 
continuous researches that things are clarified as the archaeologists manage to penetrate 
other mysteries.  But once again, it does not mean that the asserted things are false. 
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You will notice that there are always slanted followers with regard to the Bible who will 
try to highlight a large quantity of errors in Scriptures.  For example, as I had already read on 
an atheist website, one day, if we read the text of 1 Cor. 15.5 who says that Jesus would have 
appeared to Cephas then to the “Twelve”, one rose the objection that the Bible is not reliable 
in its own texts because at the time of this appearance of Jesus, the apostles were no more 
than eleven (Judas having committed suicide) and that Matthias had not been chosen by the 
remaining apostles yet.  Is there really a contradiction?  No.  We know well that the expression 
here “the Twelve” is not to be taken in its literal sense, but much more in term of its general 
way of using it.  What I want to say is, because the apostles were recognized to be “Twelve” 
originally, it was automatic for Paul to speak about this special group as being the “Twelve”.  
There is thus no error in the biblical text at all.  But in this kind of false dilemma, the slanted 
will know how to find an occasion to say that the Bible is not reliable. 

2-Dating Techniques: Of course, the methods of dating are of a great importance when 
comes the time to pronounce ourselves on some discoveries.  Many dating methods exist.  
Generally, they are three.  The first one is in agreement with the historical data which we 
possess over a precise period.  The second is made by comparison with other objects which 
are discovered in other times.  The third is rather of scientific nature.  For example, radioactive 
carbon is often mentioned.  We however have to keep in our mind that each of these methods 
taken separately does not still guarantee an exact dating.  It will thus be necessary to admit 
that if we can combine several methods of dating together, the proof can be all the clearer. 

3-Linguistic Studies: The whole Bible was written in three different languages originally.  
These are the Hebrew, Greek and some part of the OT in Aramaic (which is old Hebrew).1  
Consequently much linguistic investigations have been needed to understand these languages 
to a sufficient degree.  These studies, in turn, have been greatly beneficial for Christian 
apologists. 

4-Present Status of Manuscripts: It is true that several critics of the Bible carry out the duty 
to mention that the age of its texts makes of it an old book full of errors.  Furthermore, the 
factor-time is for them an argument of choice, because, they say, the numerous copies make 
that the transmission of the original text until our days could not protect the scribes to be kept 
from any error in their transcription.  It is a logical argument in the beginning, but as Christians 
we believe in the providential action of the Living God who was supervising the copies 
throughout the centuries.2 

Today there are more than 5,300 Greek manuscripts, over 10,000 Latin manuscripts, 
9,300 other early manuscripts, and more than 24,000 manuscripts of portions of the New 
Testament.  In addition, there are thousands of Old Testament manuscripts.  Portions of the 
New Testament manuscripts available today were produced less than two decades after 
Pentecost.  Portions of Old Testament manuscripts available today were produced very close 
to the time of Malachi.  There is no other ancient book in the world which has produced this 
kind of a witness to its reliability.  However, once again, we can see an atheistic argument 
against that on http://www.geocities.com/paulntobin/apologetics.html#q2.  But, the many 
presuppositions of this man (to whom, by the way, I had the privilege to maintain some 
exchanges for a good period of time through many emails) is that God has to be rejected per 
se on the basis of the lack of empirical proofs.  In his case, empirical proofs don’t take into 
account the notion of sufficient proofs. 

                                                           
1
 I mean here the Hebrew of today. 

2
 We call it the inspiration and the inerrancy of the Bible. 
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It is a man with a good brain, yes, but with a total devastation of his soul due to the fact 
that, many years ago, having been disappointed profoundly with the Christian faith turned his 
spirit to the Cartesian system and accepts now only irrefutable proofs accessible only at the 
level of man’s way of thinking.  What a sadness! 

Application Of The Legal/Historical Tools 

1-Insights into History/Chronology: Legal and Historical studies have been precious tools to 
investigate the validity of different aspects of Christianity.  However, we always have to 
understand that the investigations of people are always tinged with their presuppositions.  It is 
totally impossible to evade this reality.  Serious apologists or any rigorous student of the Bible 
has to take heed of that. 

2-Insights Into Culture/Customs/Manners: Given that the manners to think can differ largely 
from a person to another, as from a region to another, we shall have to encircle always, 
indeed, this reality which shows us well, once again, that the historical data are of a great help 
in our study. 

3-Insights into Languages/Meanings: The spoken language of people is always an element 
of a very high importance in the study because it is through words that we pass on our ideas.  
It was the case in all times.  Then, the potential of error is often multiplied because the 
languages of the Bible are not fashionable any more today.  For example, when I travelled to 
Israel in 1988, I asked to one of our guides: “What was Aramaic language, was it a dialect of 
Hebrew?”  He replied: “Yes, in a sense, but I would prefer to tell you that it is ancient Hebrew” 
(referring to the Hebrew of today, of course – as mentioned earlier in the footnote 1).  So, the 
study of experts is of a great help to us today. 

4-Insights through Reconstruction/Investigation of Biblical Histories/Incidents: We talk 
here about the help that we get when we arrive, through different discoveries, to reconstruct 
some parts of history.  It is helpful not only for the biblical times, but certainly it is effective also 
in this domain. 
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Other Values Of Historical Investigations  

Apologetics is very helpful to study the whole picture of the Bible and its content.  Here 
are some benefits:    

1- A Better Understanding of Biblical Text/Transmission: God in his providence has 
always been able to protect and lead the transmission of His revelation to man.  In fact, it is 
necessary that it be like that, because we have to know the truth if we want to find the 
remedy in our problem which is sin.  Thus, the transmission of the texts is God's 
providential action so that this last one can reach us in our daily life.    

2- Better Appreciation of Reliability of Scriptures: If God had no powers which we know of 
Him it would be difficult to believe that all these centuries which separate us from the 
original texts would have allowed to give us a version of His Word, which would always be 
so reliable.  But God's power saw to it that those words were faithfully reported to us so 
that, in every century, the children of God can have a sure word from their Creator.    

3- Better Appreciation of Prophecy: God settled well things so that we can see the reality 
of His power and especially the truthfulness of His work through the various predictions 
which were given throughout history.  It is true that many predictions are not still easy to 
understand, but the realization of a very large number already gives evidence, outside any 
doubt, that God is well and truly who and what He tells us to be, that is the God of truth.  If 
all the already accomplished predictions are for us a subject of enjoyment and a reliable 
source, it is necessary to say that the predictions to come will be not less effective for the 
glory of God and the destruction of all those who want to reject Christianity. 
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II. Jesus And History 

Once we understood well that Christianity is strongly rooted in history, it is evident that 
the same Christianity becomes the object of fiery and numerous attacks.  Several books were 
written on this subject and several good apologists reacted to those papers which try to 
compromise this person of the history.  We know what was called the “Jesus Seminar” and a 
lot of other means of action to eliminate the validity of the Lord on the historical plan.3 

However, the amount of material which was written about Jesus as well as his 
historicity is superior by far to all which was able to be written on many celebrities of the 
history (Plato, Aristotle, Alexander the Great, etc.).  The proof called "documentary" gave 
evidence that the quantity of manuscripts drafted in various times in history shows clearly that 
God took well and truly an interest in the fact of showing to men that He is real and active in 
His history.  As we say often, History is “His-Story”. 

Ancient Records about Jesus 
 
 It shall be enough to say, in conclusion, that several persons returned an eloquent 
testimony to the historicity of Jesus.  Let us name but a few for the purpose at hand. 
 

Flavius Josephus (AD 37).  A great Jewish historian talked about the historical fact of 
the Lord Jesus.4  Another man of good name is the Roman historian Tacitus (c. AD 52) who 
made allusion to Christ and Christianity, showing by that that Christ was a real historical 
character.  We could add Lucian of Samosata, Suetonius, Pliny the Younger, Thallus, etc. as 
being men who gave testimony to the reality of Christianity and of his Christ.  If those men as 
recognized to be true persons of history, why would we reject their records?  According to me, 
doing this, as many atheists do, is a nonsense.  It is litteraly an attack to the intelligence of 
man. 
 

But one important thing could be added.  I refer to the Jewish Talmuds.  Those books 
are commentaries of the written Law by Jewish scholars between AD 100-500.  Strangely 
enough, we can see in these books many allusions to Christ and even to his birth through the 
Virgin Mary.   
 

Now, the fact that so many material have been put to our disposition and to see, in 
spite of this, that so many keep on rejecting the historicity of Christ and Christianity is another 
way of saying that God is really true.  The reason is quite simple.  If we notice well, when a 
false teacher appears out of nowhere, we never see a man saying in advance on what terms 
he would be rejected after his departure, because he is not omniscient.  But, concerning 
Christ, is it not amazing to see that he knew beforehand exaclty that he would be rejected by 
those who are not believers; and that, long before they arrive in history!  What a wonderful 
Christ we have!  Amen. 
                                                           
3
 My reader is invited to consult the following link to know more about this event. 
  http://www.westarinstitute.org/index.html 
4
 See in: Antiquities of The Jews, Book XVIII, chapt. III.3. 
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A Critical analysis of this textbook 
 

This textbook is probably one the most difficult to me to critique because the author has 
done so much a great job that it is almost impossible to find some improvements which would 
have to be made.  Now, I understand also that a critique has not necessarily the goal of adding 
improvement or some thing like that.  While we could always been improved, especially by 
those who have an expertise in the field in question, I think that it was a good and fruitful thing 
to read and study this textbook. 

 
Concerning the historical aspect of biblical studies, apologetics is a great subject to 

investigate.  The reason is quite simple.  Because of its nature, apologetics has a polemical 
side.  Being that way, we have to be very acquainted with differents fields of expertise.  
Because it is polemical to a certain point, we need many tools to help us to achieve that goal 
of making a strong case so that the Bible can become our ultimate authority. 

 
The author showed well that his knowledge is relatively vast in the domain.  He treated 

the subject of those tools as being very important to become a good and well informed 
apologist.  Especially, when he alluded to the notion of the legal reconstuction method, it is 
very important to take into account the different available witnesses.  A lot of work of 
examination has to be done carefully to put on display that what matters is the “facts” and not 
simple “opinions” of men. 

 
What I appreciated the most is the notion of what the author calls “the sufficient proof”.  

As I mentioned above in my summary, I learned that the discussions with the atheist I met on 
the web were almost settled for good the moment I explained to him that in the Christian faith, 
the sufficient proof is very important to keep in mind.  The problem is this.  Too many radicals 
and modernists are willing to make us say that if we have not enough absolute proofs, our faith 
has then to be dismissed or worse, despised.  But, it is not that way it should function.  
Moreover, if we take a serious look at how atheism works, we must admit that they are not 
able to make their point either, through “absolute proofs”.5  So, using the argument of the 
sufficient proof had a tremendous impact on me. 

 
Of course, archeology, history, manuscripts studies and all the linguistic side of 

investigation is of a great help to us to see that apologetics is not necessarily a science as 
chemistry and physics are, but nevertheless a science in the sense of being a field of 
knowledge which is very “a propos” to dig in the different fields needed to find the truth about 
God and His revelation. 

 
Having said the preceeding, I would have appreciated, however, to know more on 

those fields and to be more informed where we could find some good resources on them.6 
                                                           
5
 In fact, absolute proof does not really exist when we think about that for a while.  It is just an illusion. 

6
 For example, if the writer of the textbook did a lot of reasearch with the aid of Internet, probably some 
good websites and/or good books would have been in order for those willing to deepen the subject. 
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On the second part of the textbook, concerning Jesus and history, many things have 
been of great help to me.  First, the enumeration of the old historians was very great.  Few 
students of the Bible knew such men as Tacitus, Samosata, Suetonius, Pliny the Younger, 
Thallus, Mara Bar-Serapion.  Most maybe knew already Flavius Josephus because of the 
many references we can see in many books of biblical study (especially commentaries).  We 
learned much from those men.  Even though they were not necessary all Christians it does not 
really matters if their approach is very honest on the basis of pure history and real facts.  A 
good historian is a man/woman of facts.  Moreover, a man whose I forgot the name, said that 
Josephus was one of the historians who could be considered as reliable.7 

 
The historicity of Christ has been challenged for many years, especially by what has 

become the “Jesus Seminar”, held in USA in the middle of the 80’s.  And because of that, the 
tools proposed in this textbook are of high value.  Real and thorough students of history will do 
well to keep in mind that the moment we bring false or unreliable presuppositions in our way of 
investigation, the final result will be accordingly. 

 

 
Personal comments on this third textbook: 
 

This notion of investigating the data of history with so important details as mentioned in 
this textbook has been very enriching to me.  As I read more and more in those pages, I saw 
crystal clear the high caliber of the training that we get from Trinity and it is to our greatest 
advantage as students of the Word of God. 
                                                           
7
 Many said the contrary, but regarding the majority of his reports, serious biblical historians can say that 
he was right most of the time. 


