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 By this introduction, I realize that apologetics is a discipline of great importance in the 
study of Theology.  It is evident that it is extremely useful for the Christian who wants to defend 
his faith adequately. In a world where all the foundations are more and more knocked down (cf. 
Ps. 11.3), it is obvious that the child of God will have all the interest to take position for his Lord 
and against the world’s system of thought. 

 
It is not rare, nowadays, to see Christians who are more and more helpless when comes 

the time, for them, to defend their faith.  God's Word, as many domains, is more and more 
considered as a book which is subjectively interpreted (we talk here about a post-modernistic 
approach).  The authors of the Bible are not any more considered as having the right to be 
correctly understood.  Instead of it, many believe that they just can bring to the texts of 
Scriptures their personal touch and finally, because of that, claiming that the Bible wants to say 
nothing more than what they want to hear.  As I mentioned above, being in a time which we call 
post-modernistic, it is clear that attacks against the Bible will not stop making their numerous 
devastations in our world and more sadly in our local churches. We have no other choice than 
to assert that apologetics is a sphere of Theology which ought to be passed on more and more 
people in the local church.  For instance, North America is very plenty of this trend.  If Jesus 
said that He was going to build His Church, He also said well that the gates of Hades would not 
be going to prevail against it (cf. Mt. 16.18).  By making this assertion, it is evident that the Lord 
Jesus knew that his Church would have to undergo fiery attacks.  Hence the necessity of 
defending our faith. 

 
The institutions of education (Colleges and Universities) are the first places where we 

find any sorts of tactics to compromise the authority and the truthfulness of God's Word.  When 
we seriously take the time to read all God's Word, we find in its pages that attacks against God 
Himself are not a new thing.  In fact, it was present already in the Old Testament.  And later in 
the Bible, we see the same thing in the New Testament.  Paul and all other authors have to 
defend the faith against all the onslaughts that were coming from every front.  If we go on in 
history of mankind, we can see that in India as well as in every part of the world.  The first man, 
who took a strong stand against the attack from the Evolution Theory’s point of view, was 
Professor H. Enoch in the early sixties.  And since that time, the same cycle is running again 
and again in all parts of the world. 

 
We must keep in mind that the main goal of apologetics is twofold: refuting error and 

establishing truth.  The problem today is the same question than the one Pilate asked to the 
Lord many years ago: “What is truth?”.  It is a good challenge for Christians to establish, first 
of all, what truth is all about?  Having done that, we can go on defending it adequately. 

 
As I have mentioned earlier, concerning the Theory of Evolution, one of the main trends, 

nowadays, is that creationist approach is utterly rejected if not denied.  The Bible began its 
pages with the account of the Creation and, as it were, serves as the foundation to all the rest of 
the Revelation of God to man.  So, Satan being very clever, one of his best shots was to try to 
destroy the very foundation of the Revelation of the Lord, which is the book of the origins; 
namely Genesis.  But as an astute debater, he had to replace it by something else.  His choice?  
The Theory of Evolution and many other “isms”.  The problem is always that the more we 
advance in our way of defending ideas, the more the authors of all schools become skillful to 
develop a way of arranging their thoughts so that the readers are tempted to believe that the 
truth is, at last, in these new approaches; or could be, to say the least.  In fact, we should keep 
in mind that God has given to man a great ability to think, and added on that the influence of the 
great Enemy, Satan, the thinking of man is totally left to himself in his so-called wisdom. 
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Because man is alienated from God, he takes, most of the time, the other option instead 
of the one supplied by God in His Word. 

 
Christianity is more and more inclined to be tolerant in its outlook.  Then, it becomes 

almost a very powerful allied to the manifold threats of the devil. 
 
However, modern apologetics has been of great help for Christians.  More and more 

good men and women of God are abilitated to defend strongly the content of the faith.  The fact 
that many of them studied in great Universities around the world, they heard a lot of the 
arguments circulating in their midst.  By the power of the Spirit of God, they have been able to 
enroll themselves in good departments of apologetics in good Christian Universities to learn 
how to react lovingly in truth to these trends that surrounded them plenty. 

 
Now, apologetics is very important and let me explain in what sense.  Apologetics has 

always been an unchanging method to challenge the devilish purposes of others.  Let me 
summary some: 

1. To refute all the accusations brought against the Bible and the Christian faith. 
2. To demonstrate that only the Bible and the Christian way of life work really. 
3. To remove the sincere doubts in the hearts of believers and unbelievers struggling 

seriously with the content of the faith. 
4. To provide sufficient evidence for achieving the above goals, it is necessary for the 

apologist to understand the difference between sufficient and total proof.  Because 
man is a finite creature, there will have been always things that he will not be able to 
see and understand fully and exhaustively this side of glory.  To ignore that would 
not be a gain for the Christian.  The most humble man in the world should be the 
Christian.  Not that ignorance is a virtue, but just because God is transcendent over 
all His creation. 

 
Now, what can apologetics achieve in the world?  It is always profitable to see 

apologetics to be fitted to face some types of attack.  Once again, let us see some of them. 
1. Skepticism.  We mean by that every attempt to discredit the validity of the truth as 

revealed in the Bible. 
2. Christian rationalism.  We mean by that that many think that the reason of man is 

often a “must” to explain the Bible properly.  While we should not neglect the mind of 
man, which is a great gift of God, we will always be in a kind of overhang if we think 
that reason is not useful.  The point is that reason must be a biblical one to serve 
divine purposes, as long as this one is sanctified and submitted to the Word. 

3. Logical Christianity.  While it might look like the preceding one, the difference 
resides in that this way of thinking is that reason is the very starting point of 
everything.  In other words, we could find in that category those who call themselves 
“Cartesian thinkers”.  For them, all things have to be logical otherwise they reject 
them immediately and completely.  It must fit in their way of seeing things. 

 



 4 

Apologetics has many purposes though.  In fact, it consists in a manward operation.  The 
fact that the Bible is in and of itself a self-defending book, apologetics does not consist in 
defending the Bible as a reliable book.  Rather, it consists to equip those who have to deal with 
the many doubts and arguments which are made against the content of the Bible.  In other 
words, the defense of the Bible is there to preserve the faith of the inquirer or to help him at the 
very least.  However, we must admit that apologetics has its limits.  It cannot prove that the 
Bible is the Word of God.  In fact, Christians have never been mandated by God to prove that 
He was true, but only to proclaim that He is.  The Spirit of God has the responsibility to 
enlighten the mind of the elect to whom the proclamation is done.  Therefore, apologetics has, 
in that sense, only a supportive role. 

 
Knowing all the previous things, we should see, once again, that apologetics is a very 

practical way of sharing our faith.  To the authentic Christian, apologetics will bring a strong 
support to keep his faith unmoved (not because of apologetics per se), but because of his faith 
in the Revelation of the Living God who is immutable.  Apologetics will give to the believer a 
better ability to fight for his faith.  The tactics of the enemies of Christianity are legion.  But with 
the help of the Word of God and the power of His Spirit, the believer will be able to use 
apologetical techniques to defend the reliability of the Word and thus, to confuse the opponents 
as God will allow it to happen.  It will not be necessary to add that apologetics can become a 
great help in witnessing to unbelievers more effectively.  In that sense, it has an evangelistic 
usefulness. 

 
In conclusion, it is important to say that many will tell us that they have never had any 

doubt, then no need to be challenged by the reasoning of Christians.  But I would like to suggest 
to my reader that sooner or later, the providence of God could bring a kind of disaster or trial to 
provoke such a questioning in the bottom of their hearts. 
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A Critical analysis of this textbook 
 

As an introduction to the subject of apologetics, it is very good to begin that way.  The 
author of the textbook proves to be a good pedagogue to present the subject. 

 
I would like to make some comments on the content of the textbook though.  Of course 

the goal is not so much to criticize in a negative way, but to only share what I found there. 
 
Because this textbook is an introduction in and of itself, I think that it should require a 

glossary to introduce the candidate to that discipline.  A kind of short and concise dictionary 
which would be an help for the reader, especially the one who has never read on the topic 
before.  We should keep in mind that many students are at their first experience of studying the 
differents notions of apologetics and it is in that sense that I think it could be a good and useful 
tool.  Some words are always difficult for the neophyte.  However, what is commendable in this 
textbook is the fact that the vocabulary is not so much difficult or too technical.  I would say that 
it was a good way to introduce the subject. 

 
When we arrive at the content of the textbook itself, I would like to bring some nuances.  

Many times we see apologetics as being proposed to be “THE” solution of many problems when 
we have to debate biblical subjects.  While it is true, I would suggest that apologetics is “one of 
the tools”.  God is not really confined to this tool only.  Of course, the very essence of aplogetics 
is to defend the faith.  And it is not bad to see it as a powerful “solution”.  It is really a solution, 
but what I mean is that it is not the “only solution”. 

 
A very solid point in the textbook is this.  Apologetics must always have the Bible as its 

foundation.  The textbook made a remarkable case showing that.  Without the Bible in the 
background, apologetics loses all its necessity.  Some biblical examples have been given to 
back it up (Moses and Pharaoh, etc.). 

 
Now, the notion of polemic linked to the subject of apologetics is very crucial too and the 

author of the textbook has done a very good job.  Many false cults are so rampant nowadays 
that the polemical aspect of it is almost inevitable.  The moment we want to defend one thing, it 
is logical to say that we will have to be arguing; and polemic is precisely that.  It is an art to 
manage polemic.  It is not given to all.  And training has bo be done. 

 
Now, the historical aspects of apologetics have been well demonstrated in the textbook.  

As much in the OT as in the NT.  This is very important to start with the Bible because it is the 
book in which we see the first real debates between God and Satan and all the other 
subsequent debates in history proceed from them.  We must be clear in our mind that the fact 
that God and Satan are the ultimate enemies in the universe, it is not surprising that the rest of 
the creation will have to fight as well. 

 
The chapter dealing with the importance of apologetics is very strong and good.  The 

author tried with a real success to show that apologetics is not only a discipline of the Christian 
faith among many others.  Rather, it is a crucial one.  The reason is quite simple to understand.  
We live in a world where Christ left us to be a witness to his glory and to achieve that task we 
have to debate as Paul did with the Jews of his time.  We must never forget this.  By definition, 
realizing it or not, a good witness of the Gospel is a kind of apologist.  Now, we understand that 
many are professional in that respect, but it remains that we should all do apologetics according 
to the command of the Lord in 1 Peter 3.15. 
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Many think that apologetics should not be considered as very important because they 

have never really had to debate forcefully for their faith.  To that category of people the textbook 
has a good section explaining that while many see apologetics quite useless, it is nevertheless 
a must for those who are serious with what real and authentic Christianity is all about. 

 
In conclusion, I would say that the first textbook is deeply enriching and the only 

recommendations I would simply make is that certain definitions could be added to the text in 
which a simple glossary could be landing in this lack. 

 
Only if it is possible, I would suggest again a kind of index of the material used by the 

authors of the module, at the end of each one of them, unless all comes from his 
memory/experience in treating the subject.1  Certain authors are capable of writing easily and in 
profusion.  But even there, it would be very helpful to the students to see that their teachers are 
not only good writers, but ones able to display their capacity to consult other good ones as well.  
It is always a mark of scholarship and great learning besides of being a good tool to challenge 
the students to do the same in their writings.  It proves serious and rigorous research.  I do not 
want to say that the subject of this textbook was treated in a shallow way.  It is just a suggestion 
to improve the way to write the modules.  Trinity being and willing to be a great and solid 
institution of biblical learning, I think it could be a must. 

 
Maybe, I will be tempted to suggest more biblical references.  However, I realize that the 

subject treated is not always convenient to biblical references per se.  But I believe that a 
minimum could be made on this part.  After all, being an introduction to apologetics, it would be 
a good opportunity to inform the student that the Bible will be the reference point for the rest of 
his/her studies.  It is important to have on our side the support of Scriptures. 

 

 

Personal comments on this first textbook: 
 
 The way the material is presented is very good and clear.  In fact, I thought it was not 
like that.  I think that the reflexion, while it was simply written (simple in the sense of clarity) is 
nevertheless deep in the sense that much studies were required to write it all.  Dr. Philip proved 
to be a good thinker. 
 

I am grateful to God to give me the opportunity to study the subject of apologetics.  It is 
in fact a subject I have always practised in my preaching without fully realizing it.  My preaching 
is often oriented to deter error and to bring out the truth of Christ.  But now, with these tools in 
my hands, I will surely be more able to take a better way to present some arguments to others, 
knowing better the different approaches that exist in our world. 

 
 Finally, I ask God to become, through my studies, a better apologist, but before all 
things, to be a better ambassador for Jesus Christ.  We are not there to make apology, but to 
make a strong apologia of our faith (1 Peter 3.15).  Amen. 

                                                 
1
 A kind of bibliography. 


